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Keeping the message simple. 

 

The key word in our name, Brown Deer Affiliate of Citizens for Responsible Government (BDCRG), is 

“Responsible”.  That one word, if anything, defines the sole purpose of our group.  Our mission is to 

assure that our local government acts responsibly when making decisions, especially when spending our 

tax dollars.  The BDCRG has sent one simple message to the School Board – our School District taxes are 

too high for the value we receive.  This message was echoed loud and clear from concerned citizens who 

attended BDCRG’s public forum with School District representatives in April. 

 

Although our message is simple, we have been asked to explain why we think our taxes are too high.  The 

2007-2008 increase of 5.55%, and the 2008-2009 jump of 12.67%, was used, in part, to fund additional 

benefits for administrators, and to hire nine additional teachers while our school’s enrollment was 

declining.  Salaries and benefits now swallow up 66.83% of the School District’s budget. Additionally, 

the WKCE scores for our students rank near the bottom of the 50 schools within Southeastern Wisconsin, 

and are below the State average for test scores except for math, while our per-pupil spending ranks near 

the top.  This type of non-return on investment of our tax dollars is troubling. 

 

Many of you are faced with uncertainty at your job, a pay freeze, and taxation by every governmental 

body that can touch your wallet.  Given everything we are facing today, our message remains simple – our 

School District taxes are too high for the value we receive!  We need to hold our elected officials 

accountable.  

 

BDCRG has its critics.  Some feel that we only concentrate on the negatives and we are out of touch with 

the schools today.  We applaud the high achieving Brown Deer students; however, the test scores show 

that not all students are receiving the education necessary to achieve at the required levels.  The current 

lack of performance, as documented by the WKEC scores, requires us to point out the “taxation to 

spending ratio” doesn’t garner very good results in our schools.  We need to, and will continue to hold our 

officials accountable to rectify this situation.  Otherwise, how else can we improve?  The BDCRG is 

comprised of devoted senior citizens, parents of past graduates, former School Board members, parents of 

current students, concerned citizens and recent graduates.  What more diverse, or “In Touch” group could 

you assemble to provide input to our elected officials?  

 

We hope you join us at the open Budget hearing that is sponsored by the Brown Deer School Board on 

June 8
th

 at 6:30 PM in the MAC theater located in Brown Deer High School.  Please talk to your 

neighbors about this meeting, so you both can come, and express your input on the school budget that is 

supported by YOUR tax dollars. 

 

Our BDCRG website (www.BDCRG.WordPress.com) has been updated with more information regarding 

the WKCE standardized test scores, and where Brown Deer ranks among the 50 schools within 

Southeastern Wisconsin.  The site also has links to recent articles on the Brown Deer School District.  

Please contact Ron Kundinger, Larry Kornblum, Lisa Zielinski or Mike Christopulos if you need any help 

getting this information or literature, or getting it to your friends and neighbors.  

   


