
As a resident of Brown Deer for 43 years, a graduate of the Brown Deer School System, and the 

parent of two graduates, I believe I have a good feel for the way our schools should be, and the 

way they were in the recent past.  In 2003, when my youngest son graduated, these types of 

occurrences were rare, if non-existent.  The fear that Brown Deer was viewed as a “Milwaukee” 

type school, riddled with poor performance and unruly behavior, has become a reality.  Sadly, I 

have heard this opinion from many of my colleagues who live in the surrounding area.  A 

reputation like this is a very difficult one to shed, and it is my hope that we can return to 

excellence, and slowly rebuild our reputation as a first class district. 

To begin the dialogue concerning this matter, I wanted to send you the police reports I obtained, 

and a list of questions and comments I’d like you to consider before we meet.  None of them are 

meant to demean anyone within the district, but I feel, we need to ask the tough questions if we 

are going to resolve this problem.  I have spent my life living and volunteering within the village, 

and I hope to continue doing so, with well-based pride.  Please let me know when you will be 

available next week, so we can set up time to meet.   

What is the current policy regarding student behavior?  Has the Police Department become one 

of the first options?   

Since the district is moving to a “Data Driven” philosophy, has student behavior been monitored 

by the BDHS administration, Superintendent, and/or the School Board? 

If yes, how could it have been allowed to get so bad, without taking drastic steps prior to this? 

Were there any policy changes implemented mid-year to try to resolve these issues, and if so, 

what were they? 

One instance reported that police assistance was required because it was getting warm outside 

and students were becoming unruly.  This parallels the necessity to have the police present to 

patrol students attending and leaving Saturday detentions.  Are the police required for normal 

student monitoring, and is there well based fear regarding the behavior of certain students?   

What current methods and deterrents are currently being used? 

Do district policies render teachers and administrators impotent when dealing with student 

behavior?  

What are the School District’s policies regarding drugs, weapons, and repeat violent offenders in 

the district? 

Are the students guilty of the above mentioned offenses still in our schools?  If so, why? 

Have any of them been identified as “Open Enrollment” students, and can (or will) their 

privilege to attend our schools be revoked? 



You mentioned a seminar that dealt in student behavior, what methods did they recommend? 

What ever happened to the “Zero Tolerance” policies once touted as the answer in many 

districts? 

If necessary, I could assemble a group of citizens, former educators, current staff, and former 

Board members to assist you in this endeavor.  How would you like us to help? 


