
BDCRG Newsletter 

June 9,2009 
 
The June 8th meeting of the School Board’s Budget and Finance Committee was a great success.  Citizens 
packed the MAC to voice their opinions on the upcoming 2009-2010 tax levy.  Aside from the students 
“paraded” out to voice their opposition to discontinue the German and Theater programs, the message was 
loud, clear, and almost unanimous: “Our taxes are too high for what we receive”.  BDCRG has, since their 
inception, has been portrayed as a group “Not speaking for the majority of the people”.  After this meeting, 
that falsehood has been put to rest.  

    
Numerous testimonials, such as the one given by Ron Kundinger (President of BDCRG) were given about 
the current state of the economy, and how Brown Deer residents could not survive another tax increase.  This 
was a resounding message throughout the night. 

 
During the question and answer period, some other poignant questions/statements arose: 
 
The $750,000 in borrowed money (for stadium lights, repaving parking lots, and security/alarm systems) that 
was supposed to be paid off last year, and was not, forced the School District to extend that loan another 
year, so as not to adversely affect State Aid.  The entire committee seemed clueless as to why this debt was 
not repaid.  Were we being mismanaged before?  The loan extension passed anyway. 

 
The current situation, where Brown Deer has two Business Managers, one on “Paid Administrative Leave”, 
and another as a paid consultant will be resolved this year.  At least this let’s us pay once (and not twice) for 
one position. 

 
The “proposed” budget was portrayed as a 3-5% tax levy increase, while the exact percentage was never 
pinned down.  Many assumptions were lumped into this proposal, so the final result may be not known for 
months. 

 
The topic of the upcoming teacher contract, and the affect it would have on the proposed budget was 
proposed.  Since salaries and benefits for teachers and administrators make up two-thirds of the entire 
budget, what effect would that have on the final tax levy.  Apparently, the budget was prepared with “old” 
numbers, and it was inferred that the contract would definitely have an effect on the final numbers.  So are 
we looking now at a 7-8% increase?  There was no straight answer. 

 
While numerous residents praised the teaching staff, a resounding objection was directed at the number, cost, 
and effectiveness of the administrators within the district.  Several residents gave examples of administration 
waste and dollars that could be funneled into actual classroom teaching. 

 
BDCRG Vice President Larry Kornblum will be meeting directly with Dr. Kerr regarding the safety of our 
students.  Although it was not brought up at the meeting, violent crime is occurring at the High School at an 
alarming rate, and is putting our children at risk.  Even a teacher, talking about the Senior Awards 
Ceremony, mentioned the five kids arrested for Disorderly Conduct after the assembly. 
   
The Brown Deer Affiliate of Citizen’s for Responsible Government (BDCRG) needs your help.  We were 
started as the people’s voice in opposing wasteful spending, and demanding that we get quality education 
and services we pay for.  We need you, to spread the word!  If any of your neighbors or friends, would like 
to join, or be kept up to date with the latest information, please contact us at: BDCRG@YAHOO.COM, or 
visit our website at: www.BDCRG.WordPress.com.  If internet access is not available, please call one of our 
officers: Ron Kundinger, Larry Kornblum, Lisa Zielinski or Mike Christopulos, and we will get the 
information to you.   


