
BDCRG Newsletter 

July 12, 2009 
 
The numbers are finally out from the Department of Public Instruction. Although down from last year, the 
proposed state aid, Brown Deer is slated to receive, is much larger than expected.  The proposed budget, 
ratified by the School Board’s Budget and Finance Committee on June 15th, anticipated state aid to be cut 
by 15%.  The preliminary numbers now show that Brown Deer is set to receive $5,754,136.00 in funding, 
which is only a 6.44% decrease.  Based on the information we were supplied by this committee, that is a 
whopping $526,358.00 increase in funds. 
 
So the need for a tax levy increase is over, right?  A 0% increase is staring us right in the face, right?  
Don’t get carried away.  The current School Board had the opportunity to ratify an amendment, at their 
June 15th meeting, to direct all additional state aid towards reducing the tax levy.  The Board, on a 
unanimous 7 – 0 vote, removed this amendment.  This action causes us to wonder what their intention is 
with the budget, and what their intention is to represent us, as our elected officials.  We believe that the 
taxpayers of Brown Deer want the elected School Board to be responsible with our tax money and in 
establishing the tax levy.    
 
BDCRG proposed five cost saving items last month to the School Board, which would have resulted in a 
0% tax levy increase, without affecting the classroom.  These were done with the old, more conservative 
budget numbers.  However, there is no sign that School Board is considering these proposals.  They were:   
 

• Negotiate an increase in the employee contribution for Health Insurance of 5%; 

• Eliminate, or combine, positions from an apparent top-heavy administration and support staff; 

• Reduce busing expenses; 

• Reduce waste on outside service contracts; 

• Uphold the layoffs of the 6 full-time and 10 part-time employees, since the Administration 
admitted they were never required due to declining enrollment. 
 

BDCRG is still very concerned on what the tax levy will be in October.  While the rest of us struggle in 
today’s economy, the teachers and their union representatives will surely be looking to use the money, 
within the preliminary budget, for additional salary and benefit increases.  Other possibilities include: 
additional administration and staff, additional teachers despite declining enrollment, expansion of social 
programs and curriculum, and other new programs we have not thought of at this point in time.   Once 
again, this might leave the taxpayers to foot the bill.   
 
The final School District budget must be ratified by November 1st.  Unless we contact our School Board, 
and demand that the State Aid money be used for tax relief, we’ll have no one to blame but ourselves.  
Without citizen involvement, this Board will govern based on “their perception” of what the taxpayer 
wants.  We urge you to contact your School Board members, and demand that they start representing you. 
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Our fight will never be over.  Until BDCRG was formed, the Brown Deer School Board has never been 
held accountable for their questionable spending and poor performance.  The citizens of Brown Deer must 
continue to be heard loud and clear, but we need your help.  Spread the word to your friends and 
neighbors, and have them contact us at: BDCRG@YAHOO.COM, so we can add them to our mailing list.  
If they don’t have Internet access they can call one of our officers: Ron Kundinger, Larry Kornblum, Lisa 
Zielinski or Mike Christopulos, and they can contact other Board members – Joe Klucarich, Kevin 
Klimek or Wally Wahlberg.  Also, please visit our website at: www.BDCRG.WordPress.com, for the 
latest articles and information.   


