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As I talk to people in the village, I hear them talk about how the current economy has affected 

them and their family.  Reduced hours, frozen salaries, layoffs, and mounting personal debt have 

hit everyone.  Many families have been forced to make some very tough decisions regarding 

their household budget, and even their home.  Without a doubt, one of the topics that always 

comes up is raising taxes, especially property taxes, that have put a strangle hold on the average 

citizen. 

A person can drive that old car a little longer; forget about this year’s family vacation; buy only 

the necessities (and only when they’re on sale); make minimum bill payments; or get used to 

“doing without”; just to get by.  I’ve heard these stories over and over.  When property taxes are 

consistently over half of your mortgage payment, something has to change.  Last year’s 12.67% 

levy increase and this year’s 4%, is more than we can tolerate.  While 4% may seem modest, 

such increases were usually reserved for “good” times.      

Unfortunately, when I ask if they’ve called or written the School Board to complain, too often I 

hear no.  Are they afraid, no, I don’t think so?  I think we’ve just become too accustomed to 

having our elected officials ignore public sentiment, and waste the citizen’s hard earned money.  

We all want good schools, but while the rest of us struggle, their poor decisions have caused 

millions of tax dollars to be wasted, and hundreds of thousands in state aid squandered.  It is time 

for us to act! 

Whether you voted for the current set of officials, or not, they work for you.  They were given 

the responsibility to represent the citizen’s of this district.  That includes taking into account the 

current economic status, and the hardship Brown Deer citizen’s now face.  We ask you to do two 

things: 

• Call, write, or email each of the School Board members and tell them that a 0% 

levy increase is the only one that will be tolerated.  In fact, they make it very easy 

for you by giving you an email address: board@bdsd.k12.wi.us that will hit 

them all.  And don’t stop at just once; contact them every week, until they begin 

to listen. 

 

• Print out this email, and give it to ten people you know, that are just as frustrated 

as you about the taxes in Brown Deer.  Until they hear that constant barrage of 

“We can’t take anymore!” they will continue to spend your money. 

 

BDCRG can only do so much; we need your help to bring some sanity back to the School Board. 
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