
Thank you for your input 
 

Thank you, to those who could attend the Brown Deer Affiliate of Citizens for Responsible Government (BD-
CRG) meeting held on Thursday August 20th.  The discussion and citizen input was invaluable in formulating 
the message we will continue to pass along to the Brown Deer School Board. 
 
Here were the points that I emphasized to the School Board at their Monday meeting on August 24th: 
 

1. The message and direction from the citizens attending the BD-CRG meeting was very clear  – the 
citizens of Brown Deer want a zero percent or less increase in the School District tax levy.  This means 
that the citizens are looking for a tax levy of no more than last year’s levy of $11,994,067. 

 
2. The focus of the BD-CRG meeting was on the taxes over the last several years. 
 

a. 5.5% increase in 2007-2008 
b. 12.67% increase in 2008 – 2009 
c. Proposed 4% increase in 2009-2010  

 
If the Board imposes a 4% increase in the 2009-2010 year, a citizen’s taxes will have been raised 22%, 
assuming their property value stayed the same over the three years.  
 

3. The BD-CRG is optimistic that the School Board is able to provide a zero or less percent increase 
because the District received more State Aid than expected.  The District received an additional 
$500,000 in aid, which is close to the amount that is necessary to provide a zero percent tax levy 
increase.  One citizen proposed language that requested the School Board provide a zero tax levy 
increase, but allow the School Board to decide on the cuts needed to make to achieve the zero percent 
increase.  This language was passed along to the School Board. 

 
4. The citizens at the BD-CRG meeting discussed the Fund Balance account used by the School Board, 

which is their reserve fund for expenses.  The School Board has over-spent its budget in 2007-2008 and 
again in 2008-2009 causing the School Board to draw down the Fund Balance from a high of 
$4,000,000 to its current amount of $2,000,000.  This amount still represents 10% of the current budget 
and the citizens felt that is sufficient for the School Board in the 2009-2010 school year.  The School 
Board needs to apply fiscal spending policies to stay within their budget and not tax the citizens when 
they over-spend. 

 
5. The BD-CRG will do another literature drop to remind all the citizens of Brown Deer about the October 

Annual meeting in which the citizens will cast a vote on the recommended tax levy.  The group meeting 
on Thursday evening felt the community would not pass any tax levy increase proposed by the School 
Board.  Therefore, the School Board was asked to prepare for a defeat of any increase, and what action 
they will take to set the school tax levy on or before November 1. 
 
The School Board was informed that if they decide to ignore the vote of the community that rejected any 
tax levy increase, and they still set a tax levy greater than zero on or before November 1, then the voters 
of Brown Deer will exercise their voting power on April 4th at the polls, and again to defeat any 
referendum that is proposed by the School Board. 

 
6. The citizens attending the meeting, would like to have more meetings with the School Board, to engage 

in a dialogue on the issues facing the School District and the community.  Ron Kundinger will follow up 
with Dennis Griffin, the President of the Brown Deer School Board, to ask if there is any interest in 
having a meeting prior to the October Annual meeting. 


