
Does Brown Deer Pass the Grade? 

 

After last year’s 12.67% school tax levy increase, BDCRG was started to bring some sanity back to the 

spending policies of our Village Government and School Board.  As we began to monitor the Brown Deer 

schools, we realized that the performance of our students on the WKCE (Wisconsin Knowledge Concepts 

Examination) was well below state average.  In fact, you probably already know that our students rank 42
nd

 out 

of 50 school districts, in Southeastern Wisconsin.   

 

We have been criticized for bringing this fact up by members of our School Board and the Administration.  

Their defense of these test scores has always been based on two concepts: 

 

• They are not a true measure of our student’s knowledge and performance 

• The students do not really try on these exams 

 

Last year the School Board implemented two policies in order to try to raise test scores.  One was to offer the 

incentive of being exempt from an exam if they performed well on the WKCE.  Another was to prevent under- 

performing 9
th

 graders from taking the exam, when they reached 10
th

 grade.  It is BDCRG’s belief that both of 

these policies were intended to skew the results upward, instead of focusing on teaching our students. 

 

Is there a test that students take, which they may actually put effort into, and could be utilized to measure the 

overall performance of the student’s knowledge?  We believe there is.  The ACT is America’s most widely 

accepted college entrance exam.  It is taken by the majority of high school juniors and seniors in order to gain 

entrance into a college or university.  This should be an exam that a student will attempt to perform well on, and 

it should measure the performance of our better students who wish to continue their education.  

 

The Wisconsin state average for the ACT has been holding steady between 22.1 and 22.3 since 2000-01.  

Unfortunately, Brown Deer’s test scores have plummeted to a full point below the state average, since 2002-03.  

We realize that there may be fluctuations from year to year, but we’ve remained below state average since then.  

Can’t we expect our students to be at least “average”?   

.  
 

 

We often hear the message from our Superintendent:  

 

“Today, a high school diploma is a bare-minimum requirement.  Our graduates need to be 

critical thinkers, problem solvers, and effective communicators who are proficient in literacy 
(Reading and Math), technology, and in life skills.  All of our students need to aspire to post-high 

school learning experiences through technical schools, colleges, or universities to be prepared 
for a future much different than what most of us were facing when we graduated” 
 

With the district having this belief, a more alarming fact is that the percentage of students taking this exam has 

dropped 22% from a high of 84.8% in 2001-02.  This implies that more and more Brown Deer students are not 

even considering a further education.   



We realize that many students prosper in Brown Deer schools, and go on to successful careers.  But what about 

those average students, who find themselves on the edge?  Has the district failed those who could not attend 

college do to a sub par ACT score, or those that eventually drop out of college due to a lack of a basic 

education.  We disagree with those who say scores and performance don’t matter, because in a child’s future, 

they certainly may. Let’s get the most out of our tax dollars and demand that our schools educate “all” of our 

children. 

 

 

 
 

All data obtained from the Wisconsin Department of Instruction website. 

 

 


