
Brown Deer Now blogger, Jim McGuigan, just can’t forgive and forget.  The former 
County Board member, and disgraced ex-politician, was ousted from office during a 
recall election as a result of his affirmative vote during the County Pension Scandal.  
And once again, in his November 6th article, he uses his platform in Brown Deer Now to 
attack the group which led the charge for his removal from office.  Citizen’s for 
Responsible Government (CRG) was started as a response to the ill advised 
enhancement of County pensions, which has crippled the County budget since its 
inception.  His latest article “CRG Defeated in Brown Deer” is just another example of 
“sour grapes” on his end and is not completely accurate.  We have added factual data 
within his article (in red), so you can judge for yourself. 

 

CRG Defeated in Brown Deer (True) 
By Jim McGuigan  

Nov. 6, 2009   

 Pitting themselves against children (we weren’t voting against children – just high taxes and 

poor performance – a hard concept to understand for a politician) was probably not the 

smartest thing that CRG has ever done but they narrowly failed to kill a vote for a modest 

2.99% increase in the tax levy (2.99% may be modest but it compounds to an outlandish 

22.4% over the past three years) for schools. The 140-138 vote was a testament may be a 

signal that even in their home of Brown Deer, CRG support is waning (we are growing in 

members every day).  

 

Although CRG (Citizens for Responsible Government) has experienced several defeats over the 

past few years, it’s tough to believe that the birthplace of CRG, the Village of Brown Deer, 

would hand them another defeat (we are BDCRG, an affiliate which began only one year ago). 

This weekend, CRG distributed a flier to Brown Deer residents urging them to come to cast a 

“no” vote against the budget in part because, as CRG claimed in their flier, “more money is 

not equating to better student performance — ACT scores continue to decline. They are the 

worst in the North Shore area..” (This is finally a true statement) 

 

The North Shore includes the wealthiest and most well funded schools in the state. Funding 

North Shore schools well has served the North Shore well in the past and what CRG was 

suggesting was that Brown Deer residents shouldn’t even give their schools an inflationary 

(2009 will close out being deflationary) increase to cover costs (Brown Deer spends 

substantially more than our neighboring communities like Mequon, Germantown, Menomonee 

Falls, Whitefish Bay, yet our student performance is dismal in comparison). 

 

If you want to make sure that parents will come out to support school funding, what you want 

to do is tell them their kids are stupid and don’t deserve the benefits of other, wealthier 

communities (We’ve never called students stupid, we’ve just brought out the facts – for the 

high taxes, and large per pupil spending, we are getting very little results.  Taxpayers deserve 

accountability). Pit their children against saving about $50 per homeowner (the amount of the 

increase) and a parent will choose their child over the money every time. (The projected 

amount was $68 and is sure to be higher due to a new teacher contract.  With the property 

reassessments last year, many saw an increase over $800 last year with the 12.67% increase, 

and another $150 the year before). 



CRG thuggery hasn’t worked very well for them lately. When a CRG rally-goer knocked a 

woman over, shoving her to the ground recently, they didn’t win any points with the public.  

(This so called thuggery is unknown to our group and, if true, happened else where not by 

BDCRG.  All of our meetings have been peaceful and cordial.  But this is certainly McGuigan’s 

way to stab back at the parent group that ousted him) When a CRG founder and activist was 

appointed by County Executive Scott Walker to head up the Milwaukee County Ethics 

committee as a reward for helping Walker and his allies, he lied to the County Board about his 

political activism and they responded by denying the confirmation of his appointment. 

(Another jab at the group that ousted him, not ours.)  When a CRG founder and activist tried 

to get the County to adopt a plan which he would personally profit from, again, CRG was 

defeated.  (Another jab at another group.) 

 

While CRG is very good at garnering media attention, logical policies aren’t their strong point. 

Choosing the strategy of directing a torch yielding crowd to attack and politically lynch those 

who oppose their views may be great for the cameras, it’s not the way to run a government.  

(Again I must state that all of our member meetings, meetings with the School Board and 

Administration, and the School District Annual Budget meeting were all peaceful and cordial.  

Everyone was allowed to have their say, and everyone moved on from there.  I only wish Mr. 

McGuigan could take that advice.  Move On!) 

 


