
S.I.N. 

A very important election, which will shape the future of our Village, is slated for April.  Two seats on the Brown 

Deer School Board will be on the ballot, and the election rhetoric is about to begin.  As the process unfolds, there 

will be two distinct viewpoints emerging. 

There will be those who will say that everything is fine with our schools. 

• All alternatives to increase test scores and control student behavior are being examined, or implemented. 

• Any further budget cuts would have adversely effected the teaching environment. 

And for the other side, their points are simple: 

• Student behavior at the High School and Middle School are out of control, and are adversely affecting 

classroom performance. 

• Student test scores are near the bottom in southeastern Wisconsin, and remain below state averages. 

• Our taxes are too high for the value we are receiving.  This is keeping families away from Brown Deer, 

decreasing property values and is putting a stranglehold on the household budget.  

• No budget item is sacred; each position/line-item should be under review to prove its worth.  As we all 

know, 2-3% of waste can be trimmed from any budget.   

While reading or listening to any candidate’s dialogue, I am reminded of Atlanta radio personality Herman Cain’s 

outlook on political debate.  He says, watch out for the more liberal candidates to S.I.N.  That’s not sin, in the 

literal sense, but it’s their only defense against the truth.  S.I.N. stands for: 

S – “Switch” the subject I – “Ignore” the facts  N – when all else fails, “Name” call 

Let’s look at some classic examples of S.I.N. in just the past year. 

S:  Switch the Subject 

• “Our budget crunch was due to a decrease in state aid.”  [Granted every district has had to deal with 

changes in state aid, but the board’s spending on non-educational items and expanded employee benefits, 

decreased state aid even farther.  How come so many other districts do more with less?] 

• “There is not enough parental support.”  [Every district is faced with the breakup of the nuclear family.  

How come so many other districts out-perform ours?] 

I:  Ignore the Facts 

• From the School Board to the Administration, we have heard them repeatedly say, “Brown Deer children 

are getting a world-class education.”  [The facts show that Brown Deer is near last in WKCE testing in 

southeastern Wisconsin and a point below state average on the ACT.  How is this world-class?] 

• “Wisconsin scores above the national average, so really we’re doing OK.”  [We are not downtown Detroit 

or the hills of Kentucky.  We are Brown Deer, an affluent suburb in Wisconsin.  We should be expected to 

perform to that level.  Why do or neighboring districts outperform us?] 



• BDCRG “cherry-picks” results.  [The test scores we report on are the WKCE and the ACT.  Theses are 

state and national (respectively) standardized tests, given to all students.  We look at the performance of 

ALL students compared to ALL students from other areas.  This is the only way we know to compare 

apples to apples.] 

• “Certain sub-groups are doing very well.”  [All Brown Deer students deserve a good education, not just 

certain sub-groups.] 

N:  Name Call 

• When all else fails, blame the members of BDCRG.  [We are the only group shedding light on these tough 

subjects.  Of course, they could never admit any shortcomings on their own part.] 

• “They’re a fringe group, who doesn’t speak for the majority.”  [Whether, we are a fringe group, or do not 

speak for the majority of Brown Deer citizens, is debatable.  We certainly hear consistent feedback from 

everyone we talk to throughout the village that our taxes are too high for what we receive.  This is 

undeniable.] 

• “They just make up lies.”  [We go to great lengths to give an accurate analysis of our student’s performance 

and the budget.] 

• “They just talk about the negatives.”  [While many of the facts we present may shed a negative light on our 

schools, only by addressing these negatives can we ever hope to see improve at our schools.] 

So as the election season progresses, we encourage all residents to take this election seriously as it will affect 

Brown Deer, your home value, and your taxes for years to come.  Please read all the flyers that come to your 

home, attend a public forum and ask questions of the candidates, and talk to your neighbors and friends.  When all 

is said and done you must decide, can Brown Deer schools continue on their current path?  And which candidates 

are best suited to take Brown Deer in a new direction? 


