
TAX RELIEF 101 
 

Good morning students! Today’s lesson is on an endangered species: the taxpayer.  Once thought to 
be flourishing and able to withstand the harshest of environments, this traditionally hardy creature has 
come under great attack.  Harvested for their valuable tax dollars, this once-abundant resource is 
nearing extinction.   
 
You may think that this statement is a bit overboard, but look around you.  For years it has been said 
that Brown Deer is an aging community, and it is.  Home values have stagnated.  With our high 
taxation and a school district with a poor reputation, there is no incentive for young families to make 
Brown Deer their home.  There are currently 150 homes for sale in Brown Deer, which is about 5% of 
the total homes in our community, and there is a lot of vacant commercial property.  Where is the 
inrush of young families and school-age children?  Where are the businesses?  What advantage do we 
have, when they can get “more home” in a neighboring community for the same payment? We are left 
with more senior residents who stayed put, less business tax payers and fewer residents with children.  
This has left the residents burdened with taxes based not on income, but on an inflated home value. 
 
As the budget process progresses, we will hear the same old statements from our School Board about 
our continually rising taxes.  “Further cuts would be Draconian,” “It’s for the children,” “We’d have to 
cut athletics,” and on and on.  Well, it doesn’t have to be that way.  As promised we have reviewed the 
Taxpayer’s Alliance SchoolFacts09, which compares Brown Deer to other schools within our 
conference as well as statewide.  Although this report does read a little bit like stereo instructions, we 
have tried to get to the key facts.  Let’s take a look at what Brown Deer is doing wrong. 
 
We have suspected that Brown Deer is top-heavy with Administration, and this report validates our 
claim.  We rank the highest, with one administrator for every 169 students, while the other 
districts in our conference average 1 for every 241 (43% more).  This equates to $1,431 being spent for 
every student on administration versus $968 for the rest of the conference. 
 
While our student-to-teacher ratio of 13.5 is just below the average of 14.0, our instructional 
costs are second only to Cudahy.  The teacher cost of $7,194 per student is well above the conference 
average of $6,506 (11% more). 
 
It may seem like a small item, but why are our transportation costs so high?  $420 per student 
compared to the average of $258 (63% more).  Brown Deer is only 4.4 square miles.  Cudahy is 4.7 
square miles and their per student transportation cost is $82.  
 
In a nutshell, you can probably guess that we once again rate highest in per pupil spending with 
$13,412 per student, almost $1,600 above the average of $11,852 (14% more).  Out of the $13,412 
spent on each student, $8,101 comes directly from property taxes, while the rest comes from state and 
federal aid. 
 
The remaining two items will perhaps illustrate how this affects you the most: 
 

• Brown Deer ranks 2nd in taxation compared to family income 

• Brown Deer is tied for 1st when looking at taxation compared to property value 
 

Please vote for some change on April 6th.  This animal can’t take anymore! 


