
Tax Time 
 
By now, most of you have received your 2009 Property Tax Bill.  As expected, taxes went up 
again this year, by 3.9%.  A more puzzling number was the school levy increase of 5.8%.  For 
those of you who expected to see a 2.99% increase, as was passed by public vote, no we were not 
deceived.  Reportedly, there was a village wide shortfall of tax revenue from TIF districts, so this 
shortfall was spread across your tax bill as additional increases to all of the taxing entities.  
BDCRG is contacting village administrators to get a full disclosure on the cause of the deficit, 
and its distribution, and we will pass on the details when we have them.  
 
But as long as we are on the subject of taxes, let’s continue.  A 3.9% increase in your income is 
more than many of you could hope for in this economy.  Those of you who remain employed 
may have had your wages cut or frozen with bonuses eliminated, but continue to be burdened 
with ever-rising taxes.  Who do we have to blame?  The answer is simple - ourselves.  Too many 
of us sit idly by and let them saddle us with higher taxes.  Many do not vote, or if they do, do not 
pay enough attention to which candidates will hold themselves accountable to the taxpayers.  But 
I think those times are changing.  Public frustration is mounting on out of control spending, lack 
of accountability, and lavish benefits enjoyed by the government sector.   
 
For all these years, we thought Brown Deer was just an average community.  We enjoy a quiet 
community, relatively free from crime, a public swimming pond, and nearby stores and 
businesses.  Many fine attributes.  But it was not until we analyzed the 2008-09 Property Tax 
charts, published by the Taxpayers Alliance, that we discovered how truly special Brown Deer 
is. 
 
Brown Deer’s property taxes ranked 31st highest, out of 593 Cities and Villages in the state of 
Wisconsin.  Brown Deer’s mill rate last year was an astounding $23.80 per thousand dollars of 
home value, and it has risen again.  We ranked above every community around us: Bayside, Fox 
Point, Menomonee Falls, Mequon and Shorewood, and 557 more communities.  For this level of 
taxation, we must certainly have the best to show for it!  But sadly, we do not. 
 
The largest portion of your tax bill is spent by the School District, approximately 44%.  In April, 
you will have your chance to make your voice heard.  Two positions on the School Board will be 
on the ballot, and it is time we elected people who will demand safer classrooms, better student 
performance, accountability by our teachers and administrators, and show some fiscal 
responsibility.  BDCRG bylaws prohibit us from endorsing a specific candidate.  However, we 
will be publishing our: “2010 – Turn Our Schools Around” platform in January, and any 
candidate seriously willing to commit themselves to attaining the goals within this platform is 
encouraged to endorse it publicly.  We ask of all our members to please look closely at those 
people running this year.  We realize schools cost money, but let’s Demand We Get What We 

Pay For.       


