
Dear Dennis 

The pendulum has swung, the ballots have been counted, the signs can come down, so it’s time 

to celebrate.  Well, not so fast.  Even with the resounding victories by Lisa Zielinski and Barry 

Godshaw in this week’s School Board election, we’re probably going have a couple of weeks of 

listening to the “usual” crowd complaining. 

It will be the same rhetoric we’ve all heard before:  

• the voters were misinformed 

• our schools will be left deteriorate 

• people only voted on one issue – taxes 

• people don’t care about the future of our schools or our children 

• young families won’t find Brown Deer attractive because of the schools  

 

The only problem is they should be looking in the mirror when they make these statements. 

Taxes have never been the main issue.  We all want good schools, because they bring personal 

and financial benefits to every citizen of the village.  But, just like at home, we always expected 

that our money would be spent wisely.  Costs have exploded under the watch of the last few 

School Boards, while performance, classroom behavior, and accountability have all plummeted.  

This has caused Brown Deer to be the least attractive of the northern suburbs.  Lack of 

prioritization has led to valuable funds being directed into the pockets of teachers and 

administrators at the detriment of the student and schools themselves. 

But the door has opened for all of this to change.  From now on there is no more “status quo.”  

Each financial decision will be questioned and analyzed to determine its benefit to the district 

and the student.  Expectations for students, parents, teachers, and Administrators will set, and 

they will be held accountable for their performance.  Our tax dollars will be treated like the 

precious resource they are, and they will be looked at as an investment in our community’s 

future.  This is a new beginning, but it will be a tough road.  It will take hard work, but I believe 

the new members can pave the way to making Brown Deer attractive once again.  A young 

family’s needs are simple.  They want affordability, safety, and performance from their schools, 

and now we have taken that first step.  

And some special advice goes out to our School Board President, Dennis Griffin.  Perhaps you 

should consider not running next year and avoid an embarrassing loss.  If the voters saw fit this 

year to place two newcomers onto the board, you know what’s in store for you next year!  We 

wish you well in your future endeavors. 


