
A Letter to BDCRG 

I have been a proud member of BDCRG for over a year, and I would like to share some of my thoughts and 

opinions with our members.  BDCRG was originally formed as a response to the 2008 school levy increase of 

12.67%.  The fervor created after this increase led many of us to organize.  We began to highlight areas where 

we felt the School Board or Village government was deficient, and objected to their poor decisions.  While 

taxes were the initial driving force behind our group, it was never my main priority. 

I am blessed with a decent job, the kids are out of the house, and my home is modest at best.  Our tax bill, 

although it has risen drastically, is manageable within our household budget.  But I do understand the strain put 

on my fellow residents.  My parents and youngest son fall into that group, and the added burden has been tough 

on them.  The current tax burden is putting an unsustainable squeeze on those living on a fixed income, or the 

young family who may be experiencing cutbacks at work and saddled with child expenses.  These are real 

issues for a lot of people in the village. 

But my main focus has always been on education.  Having lived in the village for 44 years, I received my 

education in Brown Deer schools, as have my wife and sons.  Being fortunate enough to coach for nearly a 

quarter century, and able to help with the musical, I have seen first-hand the best Brown Deer has to offer.  

There are some exceptional children growing up and being educated right here.  But those are the lucky ones.  

Some children are blessed with the family support, self-induced drive and determination, personal pride, and 

quest for excellence that they would prosper anywhere.  But there are many who are not so lucky. 

Brown Deer schools are not unique.  There is a serious problem sweeping the entire nation.  Each year we see 

another small dip, and just a few more kids missing out on their chance – their future.  That is what worries me, 

and we cannot ignore the problem.  Hiding our heads in the sand and just focusing only on the positives won’t 

work.  A supermodel with a tumor can have the doctor tell her she’s still gorgeous and everything’s OK (“let’s 

look at the positives”), but she still has cancer.  That’s what I fear is happening to so many schools.  A slow 

deterioration, as students are consumed one by one.  And having been around kids for most of my adult life, I 

have not seen a decrease in the quality at the top; but unfortunately, there has been a decrease in the quantity. 

If I had all the answers, I’d be running a school myself, filled with future MIT grads.  But there are answers out 

there, there has to be, but ignoring the problem will not get us there.  More money is not the answer (we’ve tried 

that), and neither is a new school.  Neither of those will increase the educational capabilities of the district.  But 

what will?  If I had to start, I’d start here: 

• A long-time educator told me he lived by the motto, “no one has the right to interfere with the 

educational process.”  Nice words, but what do they mean?  In my world, it would be that a disruption 

on campus of any kind would be met with quick and harsh punishment. 

• Increase the standards for participation in extra-curricular activities.  This can be a great self-motivator, 

and it can provide support and assistance from teammates and coaches for students to stay eligible. 

• Set expectations high.  No more “good enough.” 

• The reality is that some students are performing well below grade level.  Students and their parents need 

to be held to high expectations and accountable for their performance.  No more “free pass” to the next 

grade.  If they’re not keeping up, keep them back. 



• I don’t yet know what the number is for this year, but in 2008-09 we had 79 students classified as 

“Habitually Truant.”  NO MORE! 

• I see parents as a huge part of the equation.  Besides their involvement at school, they need to be 

involved in their child’s education.  They are not their child’s friend, they are the parent.  If some kids 

studied half the time they were playing video games, or on their cell or texting, success wouldn’t be an 

issue.  

• Identify those students in need and get them the extra help they need -  immediately. 

Milwaukee recently announced that crime has declined once again in 2009.  This shows what can happen when 

a comprehensive plan is established, there is commitment (by all) to this plan, and people are held accountable.  

Let us be the leaders and show the rest of the country how a school system can be turned around. 

This is my two cents worth, and if I am accused of “bashing,” then so be it.  But there are those children out 

there, clinging to a life raft, that just need that hand-up or they’ll be lost.  If this is what it takes to save one of 

them, then I’ll keep “bashing” away. 

 

Respectfully,  

Lawrence J. Kornblum 


