
                                                     Member Letter to the Community: 

                                                                      It’s Our Turn 

 

I read the recent letter posted by Jamie Awe with great interest.  While our paths were very similar, the 

reasoning behind moving back to Brown Deer for me was much different.  As an ’03 graduate from 

Brown Deer, I too left to attend college, and upon graduation I went off to start my career.  I spent a 

year living in Janesville, but due to the declining job market, I moved back to the area to take a 

position here.  It was shortly after that my “Perfect Storm” hit.  Hundreds of homes in Brown Deer up 

for sale, prices falling every week, low interest rates, and a Federal Government that was going to give 

me $8,000 to sign on the bottom line.  So it wasn’t to be back home, or to raise a family, it was for 

investment purposes that I moved back. 

Never intending to stay, and my home renovations are nearly complete, in a few years I can reap the 

profits and go live where I want.  But after reading Jamie’s letter, I thought, why do I have to move?  

In the past year, I’ve seen first hand some of the changes that are sweeping our district: 

• Two conservative School Board members have been elected 

• A Business Manager working tirelessly to balance the budget 

• A School Board that is finally paying heed to the will of the taxpayer 

• Performance and accountability being demanded by the citizens 

While we still have a long way to go, the pendulum has begun to swing back to the times I remember 

in Brown Deer. But if all the young people leave, who will be left to carry on the fight?  Right now, 

too much of the battle is being waged by those either retired or with grown families, and they have the 

least to gain.  It’s our turn!  The young adults who have (or will have) children attending our schools… 

it’s our fight!  Who better, than those depending on our educational facilities, to make sure that we 

return to the days when academic excellence and proper classroom behavior were not expected – they 

were demanded.    

And for those parents who “only look at the positives” and think that just because their child is doing 

well, that everything is okay – what about the child sitting at the next desk?  Don’t we also owe them a 

safe classroom and a good education?  It is time for all of us to take a hard look at our schools and 

demand that everyone is held to a high standard, and held accountable for the results.  If that means 

some sweeping changes, than so be it!  After all, “It’s for the children”.    

 

Nathaniel Kornblum 

Brown Deer High School Class of 2003 


