
             
 

Some people have a hard time facing reality.  It’s hard for them to accept change, especially when they perceive 

that it’s not in their favor.  This was evident at the May 24
th 

School Board meeting, when those in attendance 

witnessed a near meltdown of a union teacher.  Accustomed to having everything go their way, this Brown Deer 

resident lashed out at the taxpayers, voters, School Board members, teacher pay, and BDCRG itself.   

 

While we were unable to obtain a copy of the statement or record the proceedings, we have paraphrased 

portions of his tirade.  Our “calm and logical” responses have also been included. 

 

1. The School Board’s responsibility is to educate the children, not to protect the taxpayers.  
 
No, members of the School Board do not teach students.  Their responsibility is to provide the facilities 

and resources for the education of our youth, and to set academic and behavioral standards that they 

expect from our students.  It is the responsibility of the Superintendent, Principals, and teachers to 

fulfill the expectations set by the Board.  Wise financial decisions, cost-saving measures, and long-

range planning will free resources to maintain or increase staff, complete neglected repairs, maintain or 

expand curriculum, and eventually build a new school.  Which one of these does he object to? 

 

2. School Board member Kevin Wisth is a “child” and not qualified to be a board member.  
 

No, he’s not a teacher.  But he is over 18, educated in Brown Deer schools, a resident of Brown Deer, 

and was voted in by the people of Brown Deer.  Those are the only qualifications to become a school 

board member.  You may not like it, but he’s on the board.  He did his homework before his election, 

and he has grown every day since.  If you’ve ever talked with him, you’d find out how passionate he is 

about the future of our schools and the success of our students.  Kevin brings an enormous measure of 

diversity to the board.  It is extremely valuable to have someone on the board whose experiences in the 

Brown Deer School system are still relevant.  

 

3. The “jury is still out” on Barry Godshaw and Lisa Zielinski.   
 
No, they’re not teachers either.  They ran with a simple message: get the district’s “financial house in 

order” and bring accountability back.  Their cost-benefit analysis and questioning the status quo will 

prove invaluable to this district.  Every financial decision voted on that night was unanimous…so every 

board member – including those not named Godshaw or Zielinski -- thought those were wise financial 

decisions for the betterment of the district.  

  

4. Shame on the citizens for not re-electing Gary Williams, he is a professor of education after 

all.  
 
Oh – he’s the teacher!  Do you see a pattern developing here?  Fill the Board with teachers, former 

teachers, spouses of teachers…and who wins?  Not the district or the children! 

 

5. Teachers should get raises every year. 
 

Millions of families around the nation have taken a hit over the past two years, so why should teachers 

be any different?  Contract negotiations are still underway, so unless he knows “insider information,” 
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he probably shouldn’t start complaining just yet.  And remember, teachers receive regular pay increases 

as they log more experience and receive advanced degrees.   

 

 

 

6. BDCRG only concentrates on taxes. 
 
BDCRG is not a “Taxes Only” group.  Since our inception, we have lobbied for lower taxes, wiser 

financial decisions, better classroom performance, and a safer school environment.  We find it hard to 

fathom that anyone of these items would be objectionable to someone who had the district’s or the 

students’ best interest at heart. 

 

Upon reflection, we’re sure that the person who made these comments realizes now that those statements were 

uncalled for and unproductive.  We’d like to take this opportunity to offer him the chance to submit his full 

statement to BDCRG for publication along with any addendum (apology) to those he offended.    


