
                                               Member Letter to the Community: 

                                               You Moved Back to Brown Deer? 

I was always proud to be called a Falcon.  From 1991-99, I had the privilege of living in Brown Deer, 

and took advantage of every academic and athletic opportunity the village had to offer.  My “life-path” 

took me to college, marriage, and in 2005 with a family on the way, I had to decide where we were 

going to call home.  With such fond memories, I came back to Brown Deer, for many of the same 

reasons many of you have decided to stay: family, convenient central location, relatively safe 

environment, affordable housing, and an ample lot size to raise a family. 

When I made the announcement that I was moving back to Brown Deer, my immediate family was 

understandably excited, since most of them still live in the village. However, other family and friends 

asked me, “Why would you ever move back to Brown Deer?” or “I expected you to move to a nicer 

area.”  And those comments hurt.  Why would people say such things about the place I called home for 

so long?  Why haven’t any of my friends moved back to raise their family?  

Often times I felt like I was defending Brown Deer, but with each passing year, more of their 

comments rang true.  Like everyone else, I read the papers and in the past few years I have seen Brown 

Deer pummeled in the press for high taxes, poor classroom performance, and violence.  And I wonder, 

what has happened to my village?   

Now we’re a family with two young children, and like many of you our household budget is strained.  

The property tax increases over the past several years has raised my monthly mortgage payment over 

$100, and has placed Brown Deer as the third-highest levied community in Milwaukee County.  And 

we have little to show for it, especially when we look at our schools.  My four-year-old daughter is 

currently attending a private Lutheran school because I am convinced that she will receive a better 

education than in Brown Deer schools. I hate to admit that, especially when I look back at my high 

school years as some of the best years of my life. But as a parent, I have to focus on what’s best for my 

daughter, and all I can do is follow the enrollment numbers, test scores and police reports. That’s how 

we based our decision, and I know we are not alone.   

But I am not about to quit on Brown Deer and put up a “for sale” sign in our front yard.  We can 

change public perception about our village, but that starts with ordinary people getting involved.  It 

won’t happen by people just writing “fluff” pieces for the paper about Brown Deer.  It will only 

happen when we enact true change.  We must demand that our elected officials are fiscally responsible, 

and that they be held accountable not only for their actions, but also for their results.  That is the only 

thing that can turn this around.  I want Brown Deer to start attracting young families again and regain 

the status it once had.  Someday, some of my old friends may be among them and our children can go 

to Brown Deer schools together, instead of just seeing their parents at the store.  

Jamie Awe  

Brown Deer High School Class of 1998  

 


