
              

It has been a few weeks since the flooding subsided, and we all hope that everyone came through the 

ordeal with limited damage.  Many of you may remember the flooding in 1996 and 1998.  I can attest that 

pumping three feet of water out of your basement, cleaning up the mess, dealing with the lost memories, and 

rebuilding can truly test your resolve. 

During this time, the School District has been in the process of assessing and rectifying flood damge 

which occurred in the schools.  Unlike some neighboring districts, we were lucky that the damage was held 

to a minimum.  The following is a brief description of what they’ve found: 

• Minimal loss of classroom supplies. 

• There is a mold issue in the Middle School office ceiling.  Affected tiles have been removed and air 

quality tests are underway.  When tests indicate that the area is clean, new tiles will be installed. 

• There is also mold in one of the Dean School modular classrooms. The carpet and ceiling tiles have 

been removed, and the air delivery system is being cleaned.  Once again when testing indicates that all 

is well, the damaged items will be replaced. 

• The gym floor in the Middle School gym is ruined.  Quotes are currently being submitted for the repair 

work; however it won’t be ready for the beginning of the school year.  Their best estimate is that it 

could be done by the end of September, so there should be little effect on school functions. 

Since these items are covered under the district’s insurance policy for full replacement value, they 

should have little, if any, budgetary impact.  So at a glance, we came out of it fairly well.  Now we’ll detail 

three other flood related items for which the citizen’s deserve an answer. 

• As the rains came, the retention pond located on school property began to fill and drain as intended.  

However, as is always the case, grass and debris began to clog the grate covering the drain tunnel.  

Despite several resident calls to the village to have someone clean out the drain and allow water 

passage, it was not done until hours after the rains had subsided.  As water began to accumulate faster 

than it could drain, it flooded the school grounds, 55
th
 Street, and neighboring yards.  One has to 

wonder why the village didn’t try to do more to protect some of its most valuable property, the schools.  

• As a result of the flood and subsequent inspections, Dean School has been temporarily closed.  They 

discovered 18 steel columns beneath the school (in the utility tunnels), which showed signs of 

deterioration due to rust.  Since the sump pump designed to keep that area dry stopped working 

correctly -- possibly decades ago -- the columns were left to deteriorate under damp conditions.  While 

their condition poses no danger to life or building, they will require repair and/or reinforcement.  One 

must question where past maintenance crews and our current Johnson Controls Facilities Manager have 

been during this time.  Would any of you leave your basement unprotected for over 20 years?  Perhaps 

it was too wet down there to perform an adequate inspection!   

• In the course of reviewing the Dean School columns, they discovered a sanitary manhole behind Dean 

School that is retaining water. The building inspector has directed them remediate the problem as soon as 
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possible.  Firms have been contacted to send a camera through the approximately 400 feet of line to find 

the suspected blockage.  Once they know what’s causing the blockage, steps will be taken to resolve the 

issue.  It seems unlikely that this blocked sewer line was never an issue before. 

You can be assured that the incidents at Dean School will prompt the usual suspects to start beating the drum 

for tearing it down and building a new school.  During those discussions, let’s see if we can get them to take 

care of what we already have before we go any further. 

 


