
 

 

The 2011 budget for the Village of Brown Deer has been passed.  The total expenditures have risen by 1.5%, 
while the tax levy (your property tax portion) is expected to rise by 1.73%.  However, due to your new 
assessment, you may actually see a reduction for village services on your tax bill.  This is all good news.  But 
we would be remiss in our duty, if we did not look and question some of the expenditures, to assure the citizens 
of Brown Deer that we are getting the most from our tax dollars. 
 
The following is a partial list of the questions we have asked of our Village Manager, Mr. Russ Van Gompel.  
I’m sure you may have some of your own.  Please look forward to another newsletter when we review his 
answers and give you further insight on our village government. 
 

• What is all included in the $387,765 for “Administrative Services” and $508,425 for “Other General 
Government”? 

 
• The trustees voted to keep the plowing of residential sidewalks as a village service.  What is the cost of 

this service? 
 

• Please explain the scope/purpose involved in the following projects: 
  $32,300 – Other Police Projects 
  $23,250 – Village Hall 
$196,065 – NSFD Capital 
$260,000 – Street Rehabilitation Program 
 

• Why has the Police Department budget grown to over 40% of the total budget, and nearly twice that of 
the Fire Department?  Please provide a breakdown on costs (salary, benefits, equipment, overtime, 
dispatch center, etc.).  

 
• Are ALL Dispatch Center costs within the current Police budget? 

 
• It’s noted that “Other Revenue” is down $182,275, with “Hotel Room Tax” down $10,814 and “License 

and Permits” down $23,950.  These are indicators of a struggling economy and the effects on its 
citizens.  Were the recent assessments, which where down approximately 10%, a factor in developing 
this budget?  Certainly if there were no re-assessment the citizens would have had to endure an even 
larger tax increase – what other items were considered to reduce village costs? 

 
These are the few questions that jumped out as we reviewed the 2011 budget.  I’m sure we’ll have more.  If 
you’re interested in reviewing the budget presentation and other documents pertaining to the 2011 Village 
Budget, please visit our website (bdcrg.wordpress.com) under the header “Village Board Info.”  
 
A summary of departmental costs, and growth since 2000, is shown on the following page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Question of Balance 



 
 
 

Departmental Growth Chart since 2000 

 


