
                  
 

It is a fact that the vast majority of Brown Deer students work hard, succeed, and behave 

appropriately in class.  It is also a fact that the majority of our educators are highly trained and 

dedicated professionals who work hard to educate our children.  However, there are a few students 

who simply refuse to learn or behave.  These students can hinder even the best teacher’s efforts.  

Their numbers are small, maybe 10 or 20 children per school – so what can be done about them? 

 

We all remember the “good old days” when there was no punishment worse than going home with a 

bad report card or a note from school -- the dreaded memories of childhood.  What has happened to 

that deterrent for poor behavior?  Is it that some parents just don’t care?  Given up?  Have the same 

attitude? 

 

Some parents are actively involved in our schools. Some are not.  But regardless of the level of 

involvement, the core duty of each parent is to assure that their child goes to school each day with 

one purpose – to learn.  We don’t believe that parents who fail in their duty come in any particular 

shape or size.  They run the gamut of the human experience.   

 

The deterrents for being “unacceptable” in performance or behavior need to be strengthened – no 

more 10
th

 chances.  Most people “toe-the-line” in society because they don’t want to face the 

consequences, so deterrents do work.  These deterrents also need to encompass the parents.  

Additional pressure needs to be placed by the schools on those parents whose children are not 

performing up to acceptable standards.  Some schools have even gone so far as requiring a parent to 

serve their child’s detention with them!  Most of you can imagine how that would have gone over 

with your parents! 

 

We have also heard many parents stand up and extol the virtues of our schools and teachers based 

on the success of their child.  We applaud them for their success – that is what we all want.  

However, there comes a time when all good parents must look beyond their own child’s triumphs 

and demand that opportunity for all children.  Now is the time when they can really make a 

difference.  We encourage them to try to influence the administration, staff, their child’s friends, 

and other parents to make our schools even better than they are right now.   

 

BDCRG’s main function, acting as a “watchdog,” is to assure that your tax dollars are spent wisely, 

and hopefully make Brown Deer a better place to live.  With anything, there is a cost – to a person, 

village or society.  We’ll end this newsletter with some questions for you to ponder, and to 

determine their “true cost.” 

 

• What is the cost of child who doesn’t learn? 

• What is the cost of children who can't learn due to the antics of others? 

• What is the cost of a teacher who is turned ineffective due to the behavior of their students? 

• What is the cost of the added supervision and resources for detentions or discipline? 

• What is the cost to our reputation as a community or district? 

• What is the cost of the additional police calls to our schools? 

• What is the cost of programs or counseling we've added to try to do the job parents should 

be doing? 
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