
 

 

 

Throughout history there has never been another country like the United States of America.  In search of 

opportunity and freedom, diverse groups from around the world flocked to our shores.  With the sweat of 

their brow; while the rest of the world worried about getting their ruffled sleeves dirty; we rolled ours up 

and forged this great land.  No task was too hard; no obstacle too large; no sacrifice too high; nothing was 

going to stop us.  We had grit -- True Grit.  Even though our toils were plenty, every man, woman, and 

child stood and pledged their allegiance to our great nation at every opportunity.   

There are few left who remember the great sacrifices of the past.  All were asked to defend freedom, men 

and women; rich and poor; famous or not; they marched into service to protect our way of life during the 

Great World Wars.  It was not for themselves, but for their country and their families.  They saw a future 

that was worth fighting for.  Those that stayed behind rationed vital resources so our troops would have 

what they needed.  They picked up the rivet guns and carried on with the work here at home.  We, “the 

people”, were going to protect our way of life for future generations.  We were going to pass on a future 

even brighter than what they had known.  But we are not like that anymore. 

Now we’ve turned into the people portrayed on “Seinfeld” and “Friends”.  A nation of “whiners” – 

constantly complaining that it’s too hard, not fair, “why me?”, selfish, and no concept of personal 

responsibility.  We’ve seen the protests in Greece when they increased the retirement age, and the protests 

in Great Britain when they raised college tuition - mass protests and destruction over the smallest of 

changes.  Certainly it couldn’t happen here? …….. I wish I could say it wasn’t true. 

When did we become so selfish – thinking only of ourselves and not for “the common good?”  When did 

everything become a right?  When did we start looking for handouts?  When did we “expect” the finer 

things – and not expect to work and save for them?  When did we become so jealous of what other people 

have? 

Federal, state, and local governments are going broke.  If you want a piece of the pie – it’s too late, it’s all 

gone -- And raising taxes is not the answer.  We have seen the result of high taxation – economic 

stagnation, layoffs, businesses that pack up and move.  Our most “mobile” citizens – the wealthy, seniors, 

and recent graduates simply move on to greener pastures.  The problem is spending – it always has been, 

and the problem needs to be solved now!  We no longer have the luxury of delay or “kicking the can 

down the road” for someone else to solve.  The time is now!  Drastic change must be a part of the 

solution, and along the way sacrifices will have to be made.    

Sacrifice is not “just for the other guy”; it will have to be made by everyone.  Failure to act now is a 

recipe for disaster.  If you think the protests over the minimal increase in contributions asked of public 

employees are bad, what will we experience when? 

• Social Security and Medicare go bankrupt 

• Pension and insurance obligations can no longer be met 

True Grit 



• Health and welfare services need to be slashed 

• Education funds cut 

• Borrowed money can’t be repaid 

• National security is no longer affordable 

• Infrastructure crumbles 

• Taxes, tuition, and user fees increased and expanded 

• Government subsidies halted 

 

Is the American Dream over?  The future looks dark, but there is hope.  We need to reach back and grab 

onto the principles of hard work and shared sacrifice that drove this country for over two hundred years.  

Now, these principles that were once cherished by most Americans, are now belittled by many as merely 

conservative ideals.  Every generation has had great leaders who have espoused these principles.  We 

need to honor our past leaders by identifying and supporting our current leaders who subscribe to this 

ideology. 

 

"The process of collective bargaining, as usually understood, cannot be transplanted into the public 

service," --President Franklin D. Roosevelt wrote in 1937 

 

"Ask not what your country can do for you - ask what you can do for your country" --John F Kennedy 

inaugural speech 1961 

 

"Government is not a solution to our problem, government is the problem." –Ronald Reagan inaugural 

speech 1981 


