
 

 

In a move that will effect large portions of Brown Deer, the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage 
District (MMSD) has agreed to a 10 year, $156 million effort to reduce the amount of storm 
water that enters municipal sanitary sewers.  Instead of looking first at the main culprits – areas 
of Milwaukee where the sanitary and storm sewer are combined -- they’re going after everyone.   

Their mission here is two fold: 

• Repair or replace leaking laterals (the pipe running underground that takes your home 
wastewater out to the village sewer under the street).  They contend that these leaking 
pipes allow enough rainwater to “seep” through, thus overloading the sewers and Deep 
Tunnel during heavy rains. 

• Homes without a sump pump usually have a foundation drain instead, which discharges 
into the sanitary sewer.  These would have to be disconnected.  Those who have a sump 
pump, which discharges out at ground level should be okay on this point. 

They intend on starting with homes built before they early 70’s, and concentrating on those in 
areas that have high sanitary discharge when it rains.  The cost for a lateral pipe repair could be 
$3,000 - $4,000 per home – and that doesn’t include the inconvenience of digging up your front 
yard and possibly your basement floor if need be.   

In order to cover some of the expenses, MMSD is dividing the $156 million between the 28 
municipalities it covers.  From there funding becomes quite foggy.  Most communities require 
that the homeowner is responsible for maintaining the lateral all the way out to the 
municipality’s sewer.  Depending on the amount of funding they receive, and the extent of work, 
the municipality will decide how much of the burden is shared by the individual property owner.  
Whether you’re a long-term resident, a new homeowner, or barely able to make ends meet – this 
type of price tag will affect any family budget.   

And for those of you who think you’re free and clear – where do you think MMSD is going to 
come up with the $156 million?  Where do they get most of their money – taxes - thank you for 
“kicking in.” The first areas of Brown Deer that will be looked at are: west of the schools 
between Bradley and Dean, and the northwest corner of the village. 

We will stay on top of this for you, and we have already posed a number of questions to the 
village regarding this matter.  Please watch for further newsletters. 

 

PS.  Two Democratic Wisconsin State Senators who sit on the MMSD Board were unable to 
attend the meeting, and subsequent vote, since they were attending a previously scheduled 
engagement in Illinois. 
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