
 

       

 

Partially out of need, and partially due to their resounding victory in the Spring School Board 

election, many now feel this is the opportune time to bring up a building referendum.  We all knew 

the time would come.  Since we began, we have always held the position that the district would 

have to exhibit financial responsibility and maintain near 0% tax levy increases for several years 

before we could support any referendum. 

While we may be a bit premature, we know the time is coming soon.  The district has already begun 

the process by having engineering firms develop proposals for a renovation of Dean School.  As an 

alternative, they are also looking at a “two-school” system where Dean School would be 

demolished, and the Middle and High Schools would be used to house all students. 

Any building project is a huge commitment by the community – but have they earned this 

commitment? 

• We still are one of the highest-taxed communities in the state.  Have they held the line on 

tax increases long enough for the citizens to back a project of this magnitude during these 

economic times? 

• We realize that something will need to be done -- but on what timetable?  What are the costs 

inherent in a year delay?  Two years? 

• Will they use the surplus funds from the past two budgets for debt reduction – as it was 

intended? 

• Have they controlled student behavior – so every child has a safe and quiet learning 

environment?  Have they done their job? 

• Have they shown progress in student achievement?  Have we been getting an appropriate 

return on our investment so far?  Since students don’t learn from the building they’re in – we 

shouldn’t expect a new facility to turn things around. 

 

These are all questions that we’ll have to ask and answer for ourselves.  As the process unfolds, 

BDCRG will monitor the situation, ask the tough questions, and continue to keep our members 

informed. 

 

For more news and information about what’s going on in Brown Deer, visit our website: 

(www.bdcrg.wordpress.com). 
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