
 

 

The School District of Brown Deer is a learning community committed to graduate 

students with skills and a sense of purpose to ADAPT, THRIVE, and EXCEL in a changing world. 

 

School District of Brown Deer 
Dr. Deb Kerr, District Administrator 414-371-6750 

8200 North 60th Street (fax) 414-371-6751  

Brown Deer, Wisconsin 53223 www.bdsd.k12.wi.us 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

School District Receives Authorization for $5 million 
QZAB Bonds Pending a Successful Referendum 

 
July 14, 2011 
Brown Deer, WI – 
 
The School District of Brown Deer has been authorized to issue $5 million in Qualified Zone Academy 
Bonds (QZAB) for renovation and repair projects at the district’s elementary, middle and high schools 
pending successful passage of a referendum.  The announcement was made by State School 
Superintendent Tony Evers. QZAB bonds are federal, interest free bonds for school district construction 
projects. The district would have 5 years to spend the money and 15 years to repay the bonds.  School 
District Director of Finance Emily Koczela states, “the district is thrilled to have this money available to 
address our district needs.  We hope to take advantage of this window of opportunity before it expires in 
December of 2012.” 
 
Allocation of Wisconsin’s QZAB issuance authority is determined by the following criteria: 
 

• 35% of the district’s elementary and middle school students are eligible for the free or reduced-price 
lunch program.  

• The district has proposed to use the project proceeds for a qualified purpose as defined by the 
federal internal revenue code. 

• The funds must be used for renovation and repairs, energy efficiency and renewable energy, 
equipment and technology, and curriculum and professional development. 

• The district has obtained “qualified contributions” from private entities equivalent to 10% of the 
proceeds of the bond issue. 

 
A full school district campus revitalization project is developing out of a strategic planning process underway 
for several months.  Outdated buildings are slated to be brought up to date as 21st Century learning spaces, 
and the exterior campus is slated to be transformed to learning spaces as well. 
 
The district plans to secure the required private matching for 10% of the project costs through Focus on 
Energy grants, private contributions from local businesses and community organizations, and community 
volunteer services.  Dr. Gary Williams, School Board President, expresses confidence that “everyone in the 
community will be able to get involved, like old fashioned barn raisings of the past, to help create a better 
Brown Deer and improve the quality of life for all of our residents”. 
 
For more information, contact Director of Finance Emily Koczela at 414-371-6774. 
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