
Dear Larry and Amy Kornblum and the members of BDCRG – 

I am a Physician Assistant for a small Aid Station on a Forward Operating Base (FOB) near 

Kandahar.  My medics and I have been the point of contact for Adopt-A-Platoon and have been 

distributing the items that we receive through this great organization. I wanted to take a moment to 

express my sincerest thanks to you and the members of BDCRG for the items you sent us recently.  

Your support and generosity is truly appreciated, and helps make a long tour a little bit easier. 

We recently had the chance to provide several of the packages you sent to the Soldiers at one of our 

remote Combat Out Posts (COPs). Our Soldiers living out there were absolutely thrilled.  They only 

have access to MRE’s, so the food and snacks were a welcome addition to their diet, and the hygiene 

items were greatly appreciated.  The Soldiers asked that I please extend their genuine thanks for 

everything that was sent to them. 

My Medics and I have arranged the remaining items on a table in the waiting area of our Aid Station, 

for Soldiers to take as they come through. We also put the letters, drawings and pictures you sent up on 

the wall of the waiting area for the troops to enjoy. 

As you may know, every tour is different, and this one is no exception.  The 1/25th Stryker Brigade hit 

the ground running and rapidly established a steady battle rhythm.  Intense fighting continues and 

unfortunately our Brigade has already taken casualties.  Our Soliders are well trained and prepared for 

combat, but the constant strain of conflict can quickly take its toll, especially if Soldiers feel their 

struggle has been forgotten.  Although it may seem like a small thing, there really is nothing like a 

familiar snack, a deck of cards or a good magazine to help a Soldier feel a little closer to home.  It 

reminds us that we have not been forgotten and that we continue the legacy of freedom that others 

carried before us.  

I have included a photo of our Aid Station crew as a small thank you for everything you have sent and 

all of your support.  On behalf of the Soldiers of 1/25th Stryker Brigade Combat Team I wish to 

convey our genuine thanks for all you have done. 

Very Respectfully, 

 

CPT   Elizabeth Decker  

2-8 Field Artillery  

1/25th Stryker Brigade Combat Team 

Kandahar,  Afghanistan 


