
          
 
 
The citizens of Brown Deer will be asked to make two important decisions this Fall……... 
 
• At the October 4th Budget Meeting you will be asked whether you’d like to see a - 4% or 0% change in 

the school portion of your tax levy.  To their credit the School Board wants to give citizens the 
opportunity to weigh in on this important topic.  The difference between a 0% change in levy and -4% is 
approximately $500,000 in additional funds.  How would these funds be used? 

 
o As interest free money directed towards referendum payments, should one be passed 
--or-- 
o As needed monies for immediate and necessary repairs to Dean School, should a referendum fail 

 
If the citizens decide to take their 4% decrease for next year: 
 
1. If a referendum passes, interest payments (and your future tax levies) will be affected without these 

initial funds; 
 
2. If a referendum fails, money will need to be found within the current budget to fund repairs to Dean 

School.  This could mean raiding a portion of the Fund Balance or cuts in education. 
 
• In November, we will likely be facing a referendum vote to fund construction/renovation of the High 

School and Middle School to move towards a “Two-School” system.  While the results of the village 
wide survey are still coming in, the most likely proposals would be either the $18 million or $22 million 
plan.  Both plans are identical, except that the $22 million plan adds a 4-station gym to the High School, 
versus a 2-station gym under the $18 million plan. 

 
While you are free to disagree with our opinions, the Executive Board of BDCRG met to discuss these 
important decisions that are pending, and have come up with the following conclusions. 
 
• Just like you would do in your own family budget, if you knew there was a big purchase coming you’d 

plan ahead.  Of course we’d all like a decrease in taxes, but if that means that we’d be “ill-planned” for 
the future – that doesn’t make sense.  It goes back to the old saying – “Pay me now – or Pay me later.”  
While many of us realized a lower tax bill last year due to reassessments and minimal increases by 
government entities -- keeping on par with last year’s levy will secure the finances needed, no matter 
what the outcome of the referendum is.    

 
• The School Board NEEDS a referendum passed!  They view the $8 million required to repair and 

renovate Dean School as an expensive and “short-sighted” plan - and we concur.  Although this is a 
major commitment by the citizens of the village, we’ve concluded that the $18 million referendum 
project would be the most logical to propose to our citizens.   

 
• A Field House (yes, a 4-station gym is a Field House) would be nice – but is it needed?  We’ve had 

stagnant enrollment, which does not justify a facility such as this.  A Field House is a WANT – not a 

NEED.  Some have contended that a Field House can be a “money maker.”  We feel that this is a fallacy 
-- many districts that do have a Field House don’t open them up regularly because the cost cannot be 
recouped by usage fees or revenue generated.  Holding one indoor track meet, one tennis tournament, one 
indoor soccer tournament, or one volleyball tournament falls far short of paying for the additional 
structure and required utilities.  The 2-station gym added under the $18 million proposal, provides us 
with the desired “separation of classes” at the High School, provides us with more gym space than 
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before, and with the addition of the new Community Center at Bradley Crossing leaves us with ample 
room for Rec Department and group usage. 

 
As stated previously, these are the opinions of the Executive Board of BDCRG, and we’re sure that you have 
opinions of your own.  As the votes draw near, please think about what YOU believe is best for yourself, the 
village, and the School District.  As always, we want out members to stay informed, stay involved, and vote 
as you see fit. 


