
 

        

Some of you may wonder why the BD-CRG Executive Committee came out in favor of a school building 
referendum.  The answer is simple: we feel it’s the wisest financial option to take at this point in time.  Why? 

• The district will be proposing one of two options for the referendum - $18 million (the 2-station gym) or 
$22 million (the Field House).  We wanted to be proactive and encourage the District to move the more 
practical $18 million plan forward.  We realize something needs to be done, but could not support a $22 
million referendum at this time. 

• Dean School is a decaying structure that will require $8 million in repairs simply to extend its life 
another 10 years (already 23 years past its original life expectancy).  That’s almost half the cost of the 
referendum under consideration -- and we’d be left with the same situation to deal with down the road.  
We feel that is not a wise investment. 

• Although many of us are not yet satisfied with the academic performance in the schools – there has been 
some improvement recently.  While you may feel it’s not enough yet, by law our community must 
provide for the education of our children -- which includes safe and functional facilities.  Unless we 
decide to shut the school district down, we have to do something. 

• We concur that our property taxes and per pupil spending is too high, but state laws regarding school 
funding and spending limits are highly complex.  They do not allow districts to save up for future known 
capital projects, so a project of this magnitude cannot be funded out of the general operating budget, 
thereby requiring a referendum. 

• With spending limits requiring the district to lower the tax levy by over 4 percent next year, passing a 
referendum now allows the district to keep the levy slightly above zero, with minimal impact on the 
taxpayer. 

• The High School and Middle School are in good condition, and are not being used anywhere near their 
capacity.  By closing Dean and moving to a two-school system, there will be immediate savings on the 
modular classrooms, utilities, and staff.  The district will realize an estimated $360,000 per year in 
savings – not even counting regular maintenance and repairs. 

• $5 million in interest-free QZAB loans have already been secured.  Interest rates on municipal bonds are 
currently just over 2%.   Construction firms have been depressed the past few years, and are looking for 
work.  These are a number of factors that will get us more for our money – today.   These conditions will 
NOT last. 

• The Budget Repair Bill placed additional limits on state aid and school spending, as well as putting a 
greater burden for health care and pension costs on the public employees.  This has helped free up money 
within the operations budget and has placed a “restriction on the rate of required growth” on the district’s 
budget – thus easing the burden on the taxpayer. 

 
 
We want to assure our members that this is not a subject we took lightly.  We understand the economy is bad 
and our community is struggling.  We know that many in our community have been disappointed by actions 
taken by the administration and board in the past.  While the timing is not ideal, the fact remains that 
something must be done. 
 
We looked at the numbers – and the options -- to determine what the best financial decision would be.  It’s 
like my 1994 Cavalier….it runs…but it has some issues.  Should I spend thousands of dollars to get a couple 

 

Why? 



more years out of it?  Or should I get a nice Buick that will serve my needs going forward?  Or, how about 
that Cadillac because it would be REALLY nice.  We chose the Buick – simple as that. 
 
If the referendum passes, we will stay on top of the District making sure that money is not wasted along the 
way and that savings might be returned to the taxpayers.  And of course, we will continue to call for greater 
student performance, behavior, and accountability from the schools and Administration – and continue to 
bring you the information and discussions on the important issues within the village. 
 


