
            

 

We apologize for the length of this newsletter, but we feel it’s an important one.  What conclusions you 
come up with at the end could cost you between $4 million and $22 million. 

Despite what was called a “fantastic” response to their survey, and what survey officials touted as “accurate 
within a few percentage points,” the School Board has reversed direction.  In addition to the $18 million 
referendum question, they’ve decided to add a second question onto the November ballot.  Overlooking the 
lackluster support for a Field House (only 39% of survey respondents said they would support it), they will 
be asking for an additional $4 million from the taxpayers to build this controversial structure.   

There were reports and assurances that the November referendum would be limited to a single question.  Did 
board members simply change their minds, or did they bow to a well-orchestrated effort, perhaps led by 
Athletic Director Mike Novak?  We’ll probably never know.  At the September 27th meeting, board members 
appeared to listen to the comments of average citizens, but it seemed that the pleading of nearly every 
Physical Education teacher and coach in Brown Deer were the only words given any substance.  Many are 
suggesting that the public “just needs to be educated.”  So let’s ask some questions – state some facts -- and 
educate ourselves! 

• “We’re not only competing with other schools within our conference, but also within our region, so we 
need a Field House.” 
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As you can see from the chart above, the addition of a two-station gym (blue) would bring us “on par” 
with schools within our area and conference.  When you include the additional two-stations (red) to 
create a Field House (or as some affectionately call it – the “Brown Deer Barn” or “Nova-Dome”), you 
create facilities more than adequate for a school with twice our current enrollment.  Do we need this for 
590 students? 

• National standards recommend “one teaching station” for every 200-250 students.  With a two-station 
gym and the pool, we would have three teaching stations.  That would place us within the acceptable 
range for 600-750 students.  With the additional two-stations added, to create the Field House, we’d have 
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five stations – or enough for 1000-1250 students.  We currently have 590 students – we’re the smallest 
school in our conference.  Do we really need a 34,000 square foot Field House?  To put things in 
perspective, if every student was in the Field House – they could stand over 7 ½ feet apart from each 
other.  A little spacious for our needs?   

• Just like in The Field (House) of Dreams, “If you build it, they will come.”  They say our property values 
are declining, and people are staying away from Brown Deer because we don’t have a Field House.  Our 
property taxes are among the highest in the area, allowing people to get a larger home for the same price 
in another district – could that be why?  Our student performance continues to stagnate near the bottom 
in nearly every category – could that be another reason people stay away?  But somehow if we get this 
big building – people will come to us in droves??? 

• “We have to be able to compete for students with schools in our area.”  Then why has Nicolet High 
School, often used as the “shining beacon on the hill” -- a school with modern and spacious facilities – a 
school with renowned student performance – shown a 23% decrease in enrollment since the 2002-03 
school year (1440 down to 1107)?  They built it – and people are leaving!  Taxes, smaller family sizes, 
aging community, families getting farther away from the city?  Take your pick – they all sound familiar! 

• “Everyone has one, but if we get one, we’ll be able to host Regional, Sectional, and State meets.”  Since 
everyone has one, why would the entire WIAA now flock to Brown Deer to host their events?  Maybe 
one a year -- if we’re lucky – not much payback in that. 

• Touted as only a mere $20 increase to your tax bill, the effect of increased maintenance and utility costs 
were completely ignored.  These additional costs will consume valuable budget dollars for decades to 
come.  Only one Board Member had the foresight to ask those questions late last week, and those were 
brushed over with “generic” answers -- only the night before this important vote!  How much time was 
actually spent determining these costs – or was it more important to “just to get something out?”   Were 
these costs really even considered by the Board?   

• “The Rec-Department can use the additional space for programs and people can use it for walking.”  Are 
we now subsidizing the Rec-Department?  Walkers?  The initial two-station gym is 17,000 square feet 
(70% larger than our existing 10,000 square foot gym).  Isn’t a 70% increase, as well as the Community 
Center proposed for Bradley Crossing sufficient?  Will use by private citizens need to be supervised 
(additional cost), or will we just turn people loose in our new facility to do as they please? 

 

We can’t blame the Athletic Director, Phy-Ed teachers, or coaches from pleading their case -- that’s their 
job.  But what about the School Board’s job?  Did they do their homework?  Did they dig deep, look for the 
information – really analyze it?  Or did they open us up to a $4 million mistake?  If it isn’t in the best long-
term interest of the school district, it should never have been put on the ballot.  That’s their job, to make the 
tough decisions.  Oh well, it’s only $4 million that we could have used elsewhere.  Will they put ALL the 
information out there – pro and con – so the people can make an “informed decision”?  Or only half of it?  
Or is that now our job?  Maybe it is.  To steal a line from Paul Harvey, we’ll continue to provide “the rest of 
the story.” 

Please remember to vote on November 15th.  You will have some big decisions to make! 


