
 
 

 

On November 15
th

, there will be a special election in Brown Deer, asking its citizens to vote on two school 

referendum items.  Reading any referendum question can sometimes be misleading or confusing, so we’ll do 

our best to better explain your options. 

Question #1 

Shall the School District of Brown Deer, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin be authorized to issue pursuant to 
Chapter 67 of the Wisconsin Statutes, general obligation bonds in an amount not to exceed $18,000,000 for 
the public purpose of paying the cost of taking down the elementary school; renovating and equipping the 
middle school to convert it to an elementary school; expanding, renovating and equipping the high school to 
provide for grades 7 through 12; and making site improvements? 

• Remove Dean School and the modular classrooms 

• Remodel portions of the middle school to house pre-kindergarten through 6
th

 grade 

• Remodel portions of the high school to house 7
th

 through 12
th

 grade 

• Build an addition onto the high school to create separate areas for middle (7
th

 & 8
th

 grade), and high 

school (9
th

 through 12
th

 grade) students.  This includes a new cafeteria, art room, concession area, and 

rest rooms. 

• In addition, the existing (10,000 square foot) gym will be used by the middle school students -- and a 

new 17,000 square foot gym with locker rooms will be built for high school students. 

• Begin some facets of the campus remodeling, which includes a pathway between the two schools, 

improvements to some athletic fields, parking lots, and create outdoor educational and recreational 

areas. 

Question #2 

Shall the School District of Brown Deer, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin be authorized to issue pursuant to 
Chapter 67 of the Wisconsin Statutes, general obligation bonds in an amount not to exceed $4,000,000 for 
the public purpose of paying the cost of making additions and improvements to the high school gymnasium 
and acquiring related equipment? 

This question has been the most confusing for some residents to grasp, and the one most objected to by 

BDCRG.  This question DOES NOT provide for the new two-stage gym as outlined in the first question, but 

deals solely with the Field House issue.  This question could simply be stated as:   

Should the district spend an additional $4,000,000 to double the size of the “new gym” described in 
Question #1 – and expand it into a 34,000 square foot Field House. 

BDCRG has taken issue with this second question based solely on cost and merit. 

• Do we need a Field House for 590 High School students?   

• As the smallest school system within our conference, the new two-station gym (Question #1) would 

provide us with an ample number of gym stations (based on national guidelines) for our enrollment.  

So do we need a Field House? 

• The entire process of the Strategic Planning, and Finance and Facility Committees has been to 

resolve the issues presented by Dean School -- admittedly, a school that has long outlived its useful 

life.  Those issues have been addressed within Question #1 – so is a Field House more of a “want” 

than a “need?”  

 

Referendum Vote 



• What dilemma would the district be in if people only looked at the dollar amounts of the two 

referendum questions?  Those who don’t stay informed could certainly make that mistake.  Since 

there are no “conditions” within Question #2, making it “contingent” on Question #1 passing – we 

could end up with a nice gym – but none of our long term districts needs addressed. 

• This is where we feel the School Board erred in their judgment.  The district-wide survey showed 

majority support (60%), for the renovations outlined in Question #1, but minimal support for the 

Field House.  The inclusion of the second question has left many feeling that the Board went too far, 

and we feel that the support for any passage may be waning.  We pleaded our case for a single 

referendum question (#1), but they just had to take that “next step” to see what they could get.  If the 

referendum (which actually addresses many important needs) fails, they’ll have no one to blame but 

themselves!   

 

Don’t forget to vote on November 15
th

, and for more information regarding the referendum, or other 

important topics within the village – visit our website: http://bdcrg.wordpress.com/ 


