
 

             
 

 

 

Citizens for Responsible Government is a non-partisan Wisconsin based organization which strives to organize, motivate, and educate citizens 

to better engage and manage their government. Brown Deer’s affiliate is committed to serving as a watchdog over all aspects of local 

government. BD-CRG is also committed to providing a voice to citizens whose concerns, complaints, and ideas have gone unheeded. 
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The “No Child Left Behind” legislation was enacted with good intentions……create state-wide standardized tests 

for students in specific grades and measure the effectiveness of our schools.  Schools failing to meet acceptable 

levels could face penalties ranging from having to develop an Improvement Plan to full-scale replacement of staff 

or even closure. 

 

Due to delays in “revamping” the current system, the U.S. Department of Education has started to grant waivers to 

prevent enforcement of some of its provisions.  Governor Walker and Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony 

Evers are currently working together on a plan to obtain one of these waivers.  To do so, a task force is currently 

working on a plan to restructure education in Wisconsin.  Scheduled for submittal in late February, they are 

attempting to solve one of Wisconsin’s biggest problems – education.   

 

Since the law did not create a “National Standard”, each state was left to create a standardized test and to develop 

standards for rating students as “proficient” on their own.  Wisconsin, known for having one of the lowest 

proficiency standards in the U.S., is about to get a wake up call. 

 

Wisconsin currently uses the WKCE (Wisconsin Knowledge Concepts Examination), with a new test slated to be 

ready in two years.  However, the current waiver proposal proposes that although we will continue to use the 

current test, we will now be rated by the standards established by the NAEP (National Assessment of Education 

Progress) – and their standards are much tougher! 

 

A recent Milwaukee Journal Sentinel article, by Alan J. Borsuk, Proposal gets serious about raising the bar for 

student achievement, contained some startling comparisons between the current WKCE testing and the new NAEP: 

 

• Eighth-grade reading: WKCE 86% proficient or advanced: NAEP 35% 

• Eighth-grade reading: WKCE 47% advanced: NAEP 3% 

• Fourth-grade reading: WKCE 82% proficient or advanced: NAEP 33%. 

• Eighth-grade math: WKCE, 78% proficient or advanced: NAEP: 41%. 

• Fourth-grade math: WKCE: 79% proficient or advanced: NAEP: 47%. 

 

Some have asked why Wisconsin set the bar so low in the first place.  To make student performance look better?  

To make schools look better?  To make parents feel better?  To make the community look better?  It may be a 

combination of all of them……and some others on top of that.   

 

So what does this mean for Brown Deer?  We currently rank in the 30’s and 40’s out of 50 school districts in 

southeastern Wisconsin in student performance.  That will not change.  We’ll still be near the bottom.  But the 

shock will certainly echo through our village when the new rankings come out and our parents see that instead of 

70 to 80% of our students being proficient, the number may be down in the 30’s and 40’s.  But we will not be 

alone.  Every district will get a similar shock. 

 

Expectations will certainly have to be raised, but so will performance.  Our students will have to do better – our 

schools will have to do better – our parents will have to do better – and our community will have to do better.  We 

all want good schools, but many have objected to our push for greater student performance, perhaps because they 

felt that their child was doing OK.  That may not be the case any longer.  Maybe with the new ratings they’ll be 

fighting beside us to improve the education our children receive. 


