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For some, Act 10 was a dream come true.  It provided the means for School Districts and local governments 
to finally control the skyrocketing costs of employee benefits by mandating employee contributions for both 
their healthcare and retirement plans.  To others (mainly the unions), it was seen as the end of civilized life 
as we know it.  They berated the governor for the millions he cut from the education budget – not bothering 
to mention that a majority of those millions were covered by the additional employee contributions now 
required. 

Now that the fervor over Act 10 and the slew of recall elections has calmed down – maybe it’s time we took 
a look at the end results: 

• Mainly due to the inherent cost savings within this legislation, last year Brown Deer residents could have 
realized a -4% tax decrease.  Finally seeing some substantial cost restrictions placed on local 
governments was a key reason that citizens opted to forgo this tax decrease, and apply those savings 
towards two referendum projects.  In savings alone, that 4% will pay for over $15 million of the $22 
million total price tag. 
 

• Prior to this legislation, dozens of employees were slated for layoff due to budget restraints.  With it, 
their positions were saved – class sizes remained on par with previous years – and the curricula and 
services were maintained. 
 

• We all remember the protests at the capital – the Senate members that left the state – the fights, chants, 
and eventual recall elections that followed.  What a bad choice those were.  For all that sided with the 
protesters – where did it get you?  All it did was enlighten the average working Wisconsinite.  It showed 
them who you stood up for – it wasn’t the taxpayer – it wasn’t the students – it wasn’t education – it was 
the unions and the union bosses.  And most importantly – you hurt your own cause.  You have awakened 
the public like never before! 

For the next school year the district was faced with a loss in State Aid of approximately $800,000 – a loss 
that would require a 6% rise in taxes to overcome…………..however, they found additional income and cuts 
that could be made.  The budget presented at Tuesday night’s Finance and Facilities Committee had the 
increase down to 1%, of which 0.38% was part of the referendum projects already approved.  The 
Committee requested further revisions to get the increase down to 0.38%.  This levy recommendation, which 
will be forwarded to the citizens at the Annual Meeting, will be voted on by the Board at the Tuesday, 
August 28th meeting.   

Some have to feel that by far that the most important effect has been, that now, more than ever, people are 
paying attention.  People are watching the decisions made by local government – and they know it!  And 
sadly – but not for the “stink” made in Madison – this may not have been the case. 


