
BROWN DEER, WISCONSIN 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

NEWS RELEASE 
      

DATE AND TIME:  Monday, October 22, 2012 @ 3:00 PM CASE NO:  

TYPE OF CASE: Radcliffe Haughton 

PLACE OF OCCURANCE:  6604 West Glenbrook Road, Brown Deer, WI 

DETAILS: 

On Sunday, October 21, 2012, an individual killed and injured numerous innocent 

victims at the Azana Spa in Brookfield.  The suspect, Radcliffe Haughton, and his wife, 

Zina Haughton, were residents of Brown Deer at 6604 West Glenbrook Road.  Due to 

numerous inquiries regarding the police department contacts with the Haughton’s we are 

providing the following information and attachments. 

Since 2001, the Brown Deer Police Department has responded to calls for service 

regarding the Haughton’s, ranging from animal complaints to domestic violence related 

cases.  The most significant case occurred on January 8, 2011, in which officers from this 

department responded to a 911 call from Zina Haughton and subsequently surrounded 

their home for approximately 90 minutes, and left without taking anyone into custody. 

During this incident, the caller, Zina Haughton, was uncooperative during our 

investigation.  She refused to allow officers into the home and told the officers, numerous 

times, she was not fearful for her safety, a requirement in the State Statute for a 

mandatory arrest of the suspect.  Furthermore, there was no evidence of injury, nor were 

there any claimed by the victim, another State Statute requirement for a mandatory arrest.  

Because the suspect was home alone at the time, and any potential victim(s) had already 

left, and due to the fact that Zina claimed her husband did not have any weapons in the 

home, officers did leave the scene.  And, although officers believed they may have seen 

Radcliffe Haughton with something that appeared to be a long gun, they could NOT 

substantiate this, especially given the conflicting statements made by the victim.  

However, because our department takes these types of cases very seriously, the case was 

referred to the Milwaukee County District Attorney’s Office for charges on January 10, 

2011.

Brown Deer officers were subpoenaed for a June 15, 2011 trial date.  The investigating 

officer, who thought she had observed Radcliffe Haughton with a long gun on that day, 

was unavailable.  After receiving her subpoena, the officer immediately contacted the 

District Attorney’s Office and requested an adjournment to a later date.  The District 



Attorney’s Office made the determination to proceed without the officer and realized on 

the day of the trial that she was the only key witness and dismissed the case. 

We understand that domestic violence victims are not always willing to cooperate with 

the police and are fearful of further retaliation. However, without key information, the 

police are limited in their ability to make a forced entry into a private residence or pursue 

appropriate charges.  And in this case specifically, there was no threat that could be 

verified, no evidence of injury, the victim advised there were no weapons in the house 

(nor had he ever possessed any), and refused to allow us entry into her residence.

Ultimately her request for police assistance was so that she could leave. 

A search of the Haughton residence conducted on October 21, 2012, by the Brookfield 

Police Department and agents from the Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (ATF), found no 

weapons in the residence.  In addition, further information received from ATF revealed 

that Haughton purchased a .40 caliber handgun from a private citizen on Saturday, 

October 20, 2012. 

Attached you will find the police reports for the January 8, 2011 incident and subpoena 

information from the District Attorney’s Office.   

We encourage victims to report cases of domestic violence to your local police 

department to ensure no further violence of this type takes place. 

We send our deepest sympathies to the victims and their families of this tragic event. 

 October 22, 2012        Steven C. Rinzel          Police Chief   
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