
 

             
 

 

 

Citizens for Responsible Government is a non-partisan Wisconsin based organization which strives to organize, motivate, and educate citizens to better engage and 

manage their government. Brown Deer’s affiliate is committed to serving as a watchdog over all aspects of local government. BD-CRG is also committed to providing a 

voice to citizens whose concerns, complaints, and ideas have gone unheeded. 

 

 

There is a Silver Lining 
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Rarely does everything go your way – and the last election was a prime example of that.  Although many of us 

were optimistic, perhaps to a fault, there are still many positives we can look forward to.  Republicans still 

control the House of Representatives – so we will at least have a voice, and some control over what eventually 

gets passed.  In addition, here in Wisconsin, Republicans regained control over the State Senate – giving 

conservatives sweeping power for at least the next two years. 

In Wisconsin the next two years should be very busy.  A final affirmation of the provisions within Act 10 and 

the Voter ID bills will eventually come down from our State Supreme Court.  We can also look forward to 

additional reforms that will reign in spending, improve education, increase accountability, and create an 

environment for jobs and personal opportunity.  On a local level, we already have seen results.  Groups like ours 

have been engaged – and have been heard – and have made a difference.   

For the third year in a row, the School District levy increase is 0%.  The only reason the actual increase ended 

up to be 0.38% is due to the amount passed for the referendums.  And now the Village recently passed a 0.12% 

increase – their smallest in years.  While both bodies could have taxed much higher – they did the responsible 

thing, and chose not to.  So we can’t get discouraged – and we can’t stop now.  All is not lost…….but we must 

remain diligent………If we hang our heads, and walk away…..they could go back to their old ways very 

quickly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Village Budget Breakdown chart - courtesy of BD Now article: 

http://www.mybrowndeernow.com/news/brown-deer-levy-increasing-

slightly-for-2013-847gpnq-177525531.html 

Property Tax Update:  It seems like 12% might be the magic number.  

Although the actual property assessments have not yet been finalized by 

the state, and all of the budgets have not yet been passed – 12% is our 

best guess for now.  What do we mean by 12%........as your home was 

recently reassessed – most of you saw a decrease in your home value.  

While most of us look at the actual amount it went down, it’s really the 

percentage as far as Property Taxes are concerned.  If your home value 

decreased by 12% or more – your Property Taxes should be equal to or 

less than what you paid last year.  If your decrease was less than 12% - 

your taxes will increase slightly.  As more information becomes 

available – we’ll be sure to keep you up to date.  


