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The state-mandated school year has been 180 days for as long as I can remember.  However, due to the decline 

in student performance in Brown Deer schools over the past decade, school administrators are now investigating 

the concept of “Year Round Education.” 

 

Is this a done deal?  Certainly not, but at last Tuesday’s Teaching and Learning Committee meeting, the 

gauntlet was dropped, and the discussion has begun.  To her credit, Dr. Kerr was realistic in her presentation of 

the pros and cons of this issue.  From notes of that meeting I have generated some thoughts on the issue. 

 

• While we expect our students to learn more every year – as many as 50% of our students require more 

time to learn even the basic materials.  The solution -- more time in class. 

 

• Significant losses happen every summer.  With nearly three months off, valuable class time is spent 

every year simply reviewing past material, getting the students caught up, and back in “Education 

Mode.” 

 

• Although a few extra days were already added to the 2012-13 calendar – it is not enough to have any 

significant effect. 

 

• Current state law prohibits school starting before September 1st.  Although various lobbying groups are 

trying to change this restriction, and return control to the local districts – would it be a moot point if 

school never ended? 

 

• The district’s purpose is to prepare our students to fulfill their future.  If more time in class is required to 

give every student the chance at a bright future, then so be it. 

 

• Does this mean that our children would go to school every single day?  NO!  But it would require 

attendance sporadically during the summer months, with additional scattered days off during the 

traditional school year.  The result……an increase in our student’s overall educational experience. 

 

• During the school year – sections could be blocked off for very specialized classes to bolster our 

children’s overall education.  Giving them something they wouldn’t otherwise experience. 

At the end of February, the School Board will vote on the 2013-14 calendar – so nothing will happen this year.  

But the investigative process will continue this Wednesday.  A parent meeting is scheduled at the Middle 

School, with a video presentation on “Extended Learning.”   

As the process unfolds, it has been recommended that a task force be formed to continue the evaluation of the 

merits of an extended school year.  Some of the key points will be: Is the community ready for it?  How can we 

fund this program?  How will the staff react?  These are all major points.  

We’d like your feedback………..write bdcrg@yahoo.com and tell us what you think! 


