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Sometime this summer, you can expect a major renovation of Dean Road, between Teutonia Avenue and 
55th Street.  However, the scope of the project is still undecided. 

As a way to reduce their busing costs, the School District has pushed for continuous sidewalks along this 
stretch so children within this area could be eliminated from current bus routes.  To help facilitate this, the 
School District applied for, and was granted nearly $300,000 in federal money through the Safe Routes to 
School Program. 

Currently, there are four different options being considered.  According to a BDNow article dated February 
6th, the costs of these alternatives are as follows: 

• $481,600: Option 1, sidewalk on south side of Dean Road from 55th Street to Teutonia 

• $428,934: Option 2, sidewalk on north side of Dean Road from 55th to 46th Street, and sidewalk on 
east side of Dean Road from Meadowside Court to Teutonia 

• $353,034: Option 3, sidewalk on north side of Dean Road from 52nd to 50th Street and on the east 
side of Dean Road from Meadowside Court to Teutonia 

• $301,499: Option 4, resurfacing of Dean Road only, without any new sidewalk 

The Village Board has realized that there are still a lot of unanswered questions, and all of the facts and 
figures are not yet in – so they’ve called for a joint public hearing and meeting with the School District.  
Some of the key items we hope they look at are: 

• The School District applied for grant approval with Option #1 (the most expensive)  in mind.  Could that 
grant be applied to the other options? 

• Since the village is responsible for snow removal from all sidewalks, what would be the additional 
annual cost? 

• How much input was gotten from the residents affected by a sidewalk placed through their front yard? 

• Have the residents who would no longer be serviced with busing to school been notified?   Has their 
input been received? 

• Are there any existing restrictions on sidewalks written within the land deeds for any of the affected 
landowners?  If so, how would this be resolved - similar to the “land grab” and lawsuit that was 
necessary in the Old Brown Deer area? 

• Will more crossing guards be needed?  And what would be the cost? 

• Whose opinion should count most……all residents…..those who have their yards dug up….those 
affected by the loss of service?  Many times it depends on which category you fit into! 

We promote and encourage projects that make Brown Deer a better place to live, however any decision 
must consider all of the facts and possible ramifications.  We have contacted the village looking for 
answers to many of these questions.  Since the village personnel are still in the process of developing a 
solution, we didn’t receive crisp definitive answers.  Their answers can be summed up by the phrase 
“someone will have to look into that.”  We hope that the upcoming joint meeting will provide the 
information to help create a solution that benefits everyone.  


