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On May 28
th

, I attended the Planning Commission’s hearing concerning the Beaver Creek Development.  The 

crowd, nearing 300, was surely the largest crowd I’ve personally seen for a meeting of this type.  This level of 

interest by the general population indicates that many feel this is an important decision for Brown Deer and its 

future.  From the public comments, and subsequent applause, it was apparent that the vast majority present were 

against the rezoning of this area for rental units.  The attendance and comments may have even been more one-

sided, if there hadn’t also been a School Board meeting that night. 

This will be a very important decision for the Planning Commission.  But what does this commission do?  What 

are their duties?  So I looked it up, and found a generic definition that seemed appropriate:   

 

“As members of the planning commission, you have accepted the civic responsibility of helping residents and 
business and property owners articulate and achieve a vision for how they want their community to look and 
function in the future. The planning commission is the primary entity responsible for long term, comprehensive 
planning, having the ability to put some foresight into planning and development decisions.” 

 

It’s not about revenue.  It’s not about “just filling undeveloped space.”  It’s not about appeasing current 

developers.  They have the future and vitality of the community in their hands……………….. 

How would rezoning this area for rental units fulfill their responsibility? 

• How will this entice people to move to Brown Deer and buy one of the numerous "For Sale" (105 currently 

listed on wihomes.com) or foreclosed properties scattered throughout our village? 

• A "suburb" is supposed to differentiate us from Milwaukee.  How does this development do this?  Or does 

this make us more like Milwaukee?  How does increasing the number of rental units enhance our sense of 

community? 

• We are well above the average of neighboring communities on rental units, and space for the elderly, 

disabled, and those in need of affordable housing.  Is it the intent of the Planning Commission and the 

Trustees to change Brown Deer without the public's input?  

• As we all know, evicting a tenant is not an easy task.  What happens to this area if someone, who does not 

have the best interest of the village in mind, is rented a unit....or their spouse or child....or someone just over 

to visit?  How long would it take to remove that tenant?  Would that improve Brown Deer’s image? 

• Renters come and go.  The constant fluctuation of school aged children, and those requiring Special 

Education, would create havoc with school budgets and staffing.  Tight budget restrictions could certainly 

effect the overall education we could offer as a community.  Does this benefit Brown Deer? 

• Brown Deer has had a long-standing image problem when compared to their neighboring communities.  In 

what way does this help? 

• In other words......How would this make Brown Deer better? 

I have emailed these comments to the Village Manager, asking for distribution out to the members of the 

Planning Commission……looking for answers……….I haven’t received any responses yet! 


