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Let me start out by saying that I moved to Brown Deer 47 years ago.  I was 8 years old, and I can 

remember my parents telling me how people wondered…..”Why would you move out so far?”  

Back then……this was the “sticks”……It was “No Man’s Land!” 

 

Ours was the third house built in our entire sub-division, Brown Deer Road was two lanes, the 

expressway north of the city was in the planning stages, and this was about as far as anyone 

would dare to move out of the city….without dropping off the edge of the Earth.  But this is 

where middle and upper middle class families moved to back then.  They moved to get out of the 

city, away from congestion, and looking for a better place to raise their children. 

 

Divorce, or out of wedlock children were rare, so every house was filled with a mom, a dad, and 

a couple children……working families…but pretty well off.  Many families only had one car for 

the longest time – because a lot of moms didn’t work.  But with mom home, there was always 

someone there to care for you, and keep you in line.  Times have changed – haven’t they?  It’s no 

one’s fault; it’s just progress…… 

 

Now, the road system has expanded beyond anyone’s dreams, Milwaukee has sprawled to our 

border, the proliferation of businesses has allowed for increased employment opportunities, and 

now everyone has a car……making people more mobile than ever.  So people began to move out 

even farther.  Germantown, Grafton, Richfield, Sussex….and the list goes on.  So the “oasis” 

that so many sought out years ago, has become a stepping stone…a first step for a lot of families.  

 

Less affluent families now come here.  Some stay, and some move on when they can.  Are we a 

“2
nd

 class village” – no – but we’re not what we used to be.  And a lot of people have a hard time 

accepting this.  They remember the “good old days”…when things were different – maybe 

better….but those times are gone.  While we still have a lot to offer – it’s just not what it used to 

be.   

 

To some, Brown Deer’s future looks dim, but it doesn’t have to be!  Brown Deer’s future is up to 

us – all of us.  Now, more than ever, we need to stay involved and work towards a brighter 

future.  Don’t accept mediocrity!  Stay involved in your government, your schools, your 

neighborhood, and your own home.  Let’s all work towards a brighter tomorrow! 

 

 

Tuesday October 29th, at 7:00 P.M. in the Village Hall Board Room 
 

The CDA (Community Development Authority) will hold a meeting on the status of the 
vacant service station on 51st and Brown Deer Road.  This building has been empty for 
several years, and now it seems that the CDA is considering placing a “blight 
designation” on the property. 


