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BDCRG held their annual School Board Candidate Forum last Saturday at Brown Deer High School.  While 

listening to the candidates talk, two thoughts popped into my head.  The first was – Why don’t more people 

attend?  The answer is simple – things have been running fairly smooth the past few years.  Tax increases 

have been held to… at or near 0%, referendum construction came in on-time and under budget, conversion to 

a two-school campus was smooth, staff and technology needs are being met, and student performance is on 

the up-swing.  So there aren’t any “hot-button” issues that would draw people out. 

 

The second one was – Who am I going to vote for?  Listening to the candidates, I came to the following 

conclusions.  Kevin Klimek was by far the best candidate…..good ideas, knowledgeable, well spoken, 

hardworking….he earned my vote.  Incumbents Michael Bembenek and Michelle Schofield were also pretty 

good.  Since each question is answered by all of the candidates – the three incumbents all tried to highlight 

something that the other candidates hadn’t yet covered.  This showed their broad-based knowledge on each 

of the topics.  Also, by their own admission, it takes several years to get up to speed on the School 

Board….learning the budget, the process, the needs, reviewing data…it all takes time.  So that leaves 

newcomer Jeffrey Bersch.  Someone running against incumbents needs to give you a reason to choose them 

over the others, and Jeffrey didn’t do that.  His answers were short…..he spoke in generalities…..no  new 

ideas….and revealed a lack of knowledge on the specifics because he hasn’t served on the board, and is not 

seen regularly at School Board meetings. 

 

So as far as my vote goes…..I want an effective School Board….it takes several years to get up to speed and 

be truly effective…..we have 3 qualified incumbents running…..everything is running pretty good….the 

newcomer gave no reasons why he would be any better than anyone else…..so why would I want a 

change??????      

 

 

Remember to vote April 7
th

 !!!!  Below are my votes for you to consider........... 

 

 

Justice of the Supreme Court 

Vote for 1        

Ann W. Bradley       

James P. Daley 

 

 

School Board Member      Village Trustee 

Vote for not more than 3      Vote for not more than 2 

Michael D. Bembenek     Robert W. Oates 

Michelle Schofield       Tim Schilz 

Jeffrey Bersch 

Kevin Klimek 

 

 

Referendum - “Election of chief justice.  Shall section 4 (2) of article VII of the constitution be amended to 

direct that a chief justice of the supreme court shall be elected for a two-year term by a majority of the 

justices then serving on the court?” 

 

YES 

NO 


