
 

             
 

 

 
Citizens for Responsible Government is a non-partisan Wisconsin based organization which strives to organize, motivate, and educate citizens to better engage 
and manage their government. Brown Deer’s affiliate is committed to serving as a watchdog over all aspects of local government. BD-CRG is also committed to 
providing a voice to citizens whose concerns, complaints, and ideas have gone unheeded. 
 

Algonquin 

N E W S L E T T E R May 15, 2015 

Web: http://bdcrg.wordpress.com          E-mail: BDCRG@yahoo.com            Like BD-CRG on              Follow us on    @BrownDeerCRG 
 

 

A final resolution to the Algonquin property may finally be on the horizon.  This land, as well as the soon to 

be vacated Lighthouse Senior Living facility, were recently added to an existing TIF district which runs from 

47
th

 to 51
st
 on Bradley Road.  This TIF district allows the village to spend money in order to attract and spur 

development.  The one problem – the School District still owns the Algonquin property. 

Originally when Algonquin School was torn down, there were high projections on the value of the property, 

and how much money the district could realize……and then came the real estate crash…..and it has sat 

vacant ever since. 

“Appraisal firm Moegenburg Research Inc. has valued the site at $1.6 million.” – BD Now, 9/27/2007 

 

Tuesday, May 12
th

, the Finance and Facilities Committee met to discuss the sale of this property.  Below are 

some of the highlights of this discussion. 

 

 Michael Hall and Nate Piotrowski represented the village.  To streamline the process, they want to 

partner with the district to use the same broker listing Bradley West Shopping Center for the sale of all 

properties (RFP Commercial) for a larger development opportunity.  Reportedly, two developers are 

interested. 

 Potential uses for land: 

40-43 residential duplex or single family housing 

Extension of roads for access 

Higher density of residential buildings totaling 60 to 80 units 

Commercial property 

Civic amenities (i.e. farmer’s market) 

 A 6 month brokerage contract has been drafted by the village that provides for a 6% commission payable 

upon sale.  Each party would be responsible for an appraisal of their portion, and the village TIF district 

would absorb the cost of any sale below appraised value.  However, if this occurred, the district would 

need to absorb a greater percentage of the commission costs. 

 When the Algonquin school was torn down the district anticipated selling the property at some point.  In 

2008, a meeting of the electorate approved the sale of the property.  Since that time there has been little 

discussion regarding the use of the property.  Therefore at Tuesday’s meeting the committee discussed 

whether the district needed the property.  Keep in mind since 2008, Dean Elementary was demolished 

and the campus revitalized.  One possible use could be for additional athletic fields. 

 The district itself has many questions regarding this proposal and long-term needs: 

What is the impact to school aid if we receive a large payment upon sale? 

Impact on state aid after the TIF expires? 

How do we deal with the influx of money? 

What vision does the village have for this development and what is the anticipated timeline? 

If there were an influx of families, would we have room in our recently reconfigured schools? 

What is the long range plan for the Library?  Will the village move it as some have proposed?  

Are there any environmental concerns at Algonquin?  

Do we need it for athletic fields? 

What is the utilization of the village and Milwaukee County Parks within Brown Deer?   

Could the district use space at any of those locations for the growing athletic needs? 

 

The Village would like to proceed with this immediately, feeling that this is an ideal time to market this 

property.  The district’s next steps……the Administration needs to do their research in order satisfy all of the 

unanswered questions.  With the village expecting an answer, this will be an agenda topic at the May 26th 

School Board meeting. 
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