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The Brown Deer School District will be holding their annual budget hearing, October 6
th

 in the MAC.  The 

budget hearing will commence at 5:45 pm, with the annual meeting starting no earlier than 6:00 pm. 

There are several key factors affecting this year’s budget – some of which will not be finalized by the time of 

this hearing: 

 Several weeks ago the board was required to pass the annual meeting document.  This was prior to 

the official student count and shows a slight decrease in the levy compared to last year. 

 Initially the Board had planned to set spending at the maximum level allowed by state law.  However, 

with a large increase in state aid (almost $ 1 million); the resultant levy would decrease slightly. 

 There were 40 new children added to our classrooms; many in the weeks just prior to school opening.  

To accommodate this increase, several new teaching and instructional aide positions were added. 

 The budget, in its current form, was considered lean by school standards.  However, it became even 

tighter with the requirements for additional staff. 

 The addition of these new students allows the district to raise the revenue cap, which allows them to 

increase the budget in order to cover expenditures. 

 The district also experienced a large increase in the number of students that opted to use Open 

Enrollment to attend another district.  While the final number is not known, they anticipate an 

increase of 40 students, bringing the total between 190 and 200 students that have left Brown Deer 

schools.  While these students can still be considered for levy purposes, most of their revenue needs 

to be forwarded to the new school district they chose to attend. 

 State aid won’t be finalized until October 15
th

, however based on the number of students and the 

devaluation of the village – our property wealth per student is down – which should result in an 

increase in state aid. 

 The Board will authorize the actual levy at their October 27
th

 board meeting.  It is at this meeting that 

the levy will actually be established.  This will be after the final enrollment count is in, and the state 

aid is finalized.  So whatever happens at this budget hearing could be considered inconsequential, 

since any decisions could be overridden at the meeting on the 27
th

 based on the final numbers. 

 

While the budget being presented has a reduction in the levy, once the numbers are finalized the board may 

be in a position to raise the levy up to 2.5% should they decide to.  This will be explained at the meeting. 

 

 

Although there may not be a “final” decision made at this meeting – your voice could sway future 

decisions! 


